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Anyone who has ever played THE GAME OF MONOPOLY is certainly familiar with these words: “Go 

to jail! Go directly to jail! Do not pass ‘Go’ and do not collect 200 dollars!”  Right?   

These words are a command! These words are to be obeyed!  These words incite players 

into action.   But with a much more positive spin to them, these words of Jesus in our Gospel 

lesson today are also a command!  These words also incite us, who are his disciples into 

action, when our Lord says to us: “Strive to enter through the narrow door” (Luke 13:24)! 

 The NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION translates these same words of Jesus like 

this: “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door!”  The Greek verb, 

however, translated as to “strive” or as to “make every effort” is agonisthe, 

from which we get the English verb to “agonize.”   
Friends, changing our focus just a little bit here, someone, one day, asked that great American 

preacher and evangelist, Billy Graham, if the Old Testament people believed in the 

reality of heaven and in life after death.  Furthermore, the questioner said to Dr. Graham, 

“I’ve heard someone say once that they didn’t, but I wonder if it’s true!” 
 “No, it’s not true,” Dr. Graham replied.  “People in the Old Testament did believe in life 
after death—although their understanding was not as full as ours, because we live on this side 
of the life, death and resurrection of God’s only-begotten Son Jesus Christ, and they didn’t!” 
 Nevertheless, Dr. Graham went on to give some strong Old Testament Biblical support for 
his answer to this very important question.   
 “Think,” Dr. Graham said, “of Job in the Old Testament. He passed through sufferings that 
most of us can barely imagine. And not just physically but emotionally and spiritually too!  
Almost overnight, he lost everything: his family, his wealth, his health, even his friends. During all this, 
he felt that he might be dying, but instead of shrinking back from death, he welcomed it!  Why? 
(1) Not only because he knew that death would bring an end to his sufferings, but he also (2) 
knew that if he died, he would go to be with God.” 
 It’s in Job 14:14, that this suffering man, named Job, asked us all a very important question: “If 
a man dies, shall he live again?” And then Job goes on to answer this question: “For I know 
that my Redeemer lives, and at the last he will stand upon the earth. And after my skin has been 
thus destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall see God, whom I shall see for myself, and my eyes shall 
behold, and not another” (Job 19:25-27).    
 Or think of King David, who wrote many of the psalms. When his infant son was taken from 
him by death, David affirmed his conviction that someday they would be reunited (2 Samuel 12:23).  
And his words in Psalm 23 have brought comfort and hope to countless generations of believers: 
“Yeah, even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil. And I 
will DWELL IN THE HOUSE OF THE LORD FOREVER” (Psalm 23:4, 6). 
 Let’s not forget that Enoch was taken directly into heaven, and that the Prophet Elijah 
was taken to heaven directly in a chariot of fire.   
 But let’s think again also of those magnificent words in the 11th chapter of Hebrews, in which 
this New Testament writer assures us that these saints all died with the hope of heaven firmly planted 
in their hearts and minds, when he wrote: “These all died in faith, not having received the things 
promised, but having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that 
they were strangers and exiles on the earth” (Hebrews 11:13)! 
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There was, however, one denomination of Jewish believers, that did not believe 

in life after death; and these were called the “Sadducees;” as someone has furthermore said, 

“Therefore, they were very sad, you see!” 

 Well, in our Gospel lesson this morning, Jesus is again teaching a large group of people and 

someone in the crowd calls out loud in what must have been a very booming voice: “Lord, will those 

who are saved be few” (Luke 13:23)? 

 And once again, there have been all sorts of speculations as to what may have ignited this 
question in the heart and mind of the anonymous questioner? 

 
(1) Was the attendance at this teaching session that Jesus was hosting, possibly, quite fewer in 

number, than the attendance at most of Jesus’ teaching sessions?  It’s possible, isn’t it? 
 

(2) As Jesus was making his way to Jerusalem, was the amount of support that he had been 
normally seeking, beginning to taper off quite a bit?  We read back in the opening verses of 
Luke 12, that there were thousands of people who crowded around our Lord all hoping to get a 
front row seat; and the crowds were so numerous that some of the people trampled on other 
people to get closer to the front!  And I certainly hope that kind of trampling was done 
inadvertently and not on purpose! 
 

(3) And two chapters before this, in chapter 11, Jesus himself is appalled that so many people, who 

were gathered around him, simply seemed to be shrugging their shoulders, as their best 

response to his preaching.  THE GOOD NEWS of the GOSPEL OF JESUS ABOUT THE 

COMING OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD INTO OUR WORLD, with our never failing to 

remember that this coming kingdom was embodied in our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ himself!?! 

 

Just two chapters before this, in chapter 1, we hear our Lord saying: “This 

generation is an evil generation! It seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it 

except for the sign of Jonah. For as Jonah became a sign to the people of Nineveh, 

so will the Son of Man be to this generation!” 

And then Jesus further points out for his listeners his astonishment, that 

there they were, supposedly listening to him preach to them the Word of God, but 

all the while, were not genuinely listening to the Word of God at all, but were simply 

letting the Word of God roll off of them, like water rolling off a duck’s back! 

Therefore Jesus says unto them:  “The Queen of the South,” (sometimes known also as 

“The Queen of Sheba,”) will rise up at the judgment with the men of this generation and condemn them, for she 

came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and behold, a greater than Solomon is here.  So 

also, the men of Nineveh will rise with this generation and condemn it, for “they repented at the preaching of 

Jonah, and behold, something greater than Jonah is here” (Luke 11:31-32)!  

Jesus could sense that the people gathered around him on that particular day remained so 
unmoved and so unexpected by anything that he, our Lord and Savior, had to say to them that day, 
that they just as well may have been people opening up big umbrellas and holding them over their own 
heads, to prevent the raindrops of God’s Word from falling down upon them.  
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Friends, it wasn’t all that unusual of a statement that Jesus was making to the multitude of people 

gathered around him that day, because there are nine different times to be discovered throughout 
the New Testament Gospels, when our Lord concludes his sermons by saying to the people there: 

“Let that person who has ears with which to listen to God’s Word, actually now hear for himself 

or herself God’s Word!” 

Therefore, Jesus responds to this man’s question, by putting the ball back into his 

and everyone else’s court, who were present there that day: “Strive to enter 

through the narrow door! For many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will 

not be able” (v. 24)! 

When Jesus teaches us that we can only enter into heaven through the narrow 

door, we can understand that particular phraseology in some different 

ways, but first let me tell you that the Greek verb that is translated as “to strive” here, 

and that is translated as “to make every effort” in the New International Version 

(NIV) is agonisthe from which we get the English verb “to agonize.” 
Yes, we are saved by the grace of God through our faith in Jesus Christ; faith that is created and 

placed into our hearts and minds by no one less than the Holy Spirit of God as God speaks to us 
through his Holy Word and blessed Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 

But this certainly doesn’t mean that there won’t be many times when our 

profession of faith and discipleship will not bring us into direct conflict with those 

three great enemies we all must face: (1) sin; (2) death; and (the power of the devil; 

at times known also as “the world.”  

To strive to enter through the narrow door is to respond in a positive way to God’s call to 
REPENTANCE, with a true confession of our sins, and a RENEWED HOPE IN THE GOSPEL. 

To strive to enter through the narrow door is: “To seek first the kingdom of 

God and his righteousness, believing that all the necessities we have in this life 

will be met for us by our gracious God himself!” 

Jesus is not saying that many people will never be able to get into heaven because the 
competition is just far too great!  He is not saying that this is just like all the thousands of boys and 
young men, and now young women, too, who have aspired to the Office of the President of the United 
States, but who just never made it, because the competition is just way too stiff. 

Here we are 243 years old as a nation, but in all these 243 years only 45 

different men have actually been elected, and one of them, Grover Cleveland was 

elected president at two different times. 

Think of all the boy and girls who love sports and who aspire to play either 

collegiate sports or professional sports, but never realize their dream because the 

competition is just far too stiff! 

Or of all the young men and women who aspire to be movie stars in Hollywood, 

or actors on Broadway, but who never make it because the competition is just too 

stiff. 

For me, strive to enter the narrow door, means something much more 

different than this! 
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I will never forget when my son Brian played football first in high school, and 

then later for Newberry College, in Newberry, SC, and Newberry is a Lutheran 

College.  He would always have to be at his high school much earlier than I did, but when I arrived 

there, about 30 minutes before each game began, either at home or away, There were what seemed 
to be a thousand or more people who were all trying to make their way into that stadium.  And from a 

distance, it seemed as if the opening to that stadium was very, very large.  But as you got closer 

and closer to the stadium, where the public entered, you could see that there was 

something in use there that is known as a “turnstile.” 

Most of you probably know what a turnstile is, but in case you don’t here is a simple definition:  

A turnstile is a mechanical gate consisting of horizonal arms fixed to a 

vertical post, allowing only one person at a time to pass through.  
And this is what I believe Jesus is talking about with respect to the door to heaven being made 

very narrow.  Each person must believe for himself.  And yet how many people are there when they 
die, who wish that they could grab a hold of a dear family member, or friend, whom they deeply love, 
and snatch them into heave with them, but it just can’t be done. 

How many wives with they could grab ahold of their husbands, or how many 

parents wish that they could grab a hold of their children’s wrists and drag into 

heaven with them; but it just doesn’t work this way. 

Of course, Jesus is ultimately speaking about himself: HE IS THE NARROW 

DOOR, AND HE SAYS SO IN JOHN 10:9, “I AM THE DOOR. IF ANYONE ENTERS BY ME, 

HE WILL BE SAVED AND WILL GO IN AND OUT AND FIND PASTURE.  I AM THE GOOD 

SHEPHERD.  I KNOW MY OWN AND MY OWN KNOW ME, JUST AS THE Father knows me, 

and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for my sheep” (John 10:9-15)! 

Do you remember the old television game show in the 1970s with Monte Hall that 

was called, “Let’s Make a Deal!?!” That old television show is back on the air again, 

but with a new host.  The game, however, remains the same.  Television personalities 
entertain us as contestants make fools of themselves trying to choose the treasure, not 
the booby prize, behind door number one, door number two or door number three. The 
popularity of this show attests to our curiosity about doors. 

But here is what is interesting. Just as we begin to squirm in our seats about the door that is at 
first narrow and then shut altogether, Jesus turns his teaching in an entirely different direction. And he 
ends on a note of grace. Suddenly we begin to see that the door about which he has been speaking is 

big enough so that any who will can enter. He says, “People will come from east and west 

and north and south and will take their places at the feast in the kingdom of God.  

Indeed, there are those who are last who will be first, and first who will be last.” In other words, 
Jesus says: There is a door and it is narrow but don’t be alarmed!  The door is big enough for any who 
would to enter even the likes of you and me. 

Here’s the point of Jesus’ teaching. Jesus doesn’t want us to take our salvation all for 
granted. Neither does he want us trying to decide who will be in and who will be out. He wanted 
the man who asked this question to understand that none of us deserves to get through the 
door. Nevertheless, some day we will enter his presence and all will be well with our souls.  

How do I know that? Because Christ himself is the door. In John 10:9, the Lord says, “I am the 
door.  If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture!” AMEN 


