
“LET THE JOURNEY BEGIN!”  Luke 5:1-11, Epiphany 5-C, Feb. 10, 2019 

 An “AMBER ALERT!”  I am sure that most of us by now are familiar with the concept of 
an “Amber alert!”  The concept first came into being 33 years ago, when the dead-body of a 9-
year-old girl had been discovered in Arlington, Texas in 1996.  This lovely young lady had, 
unfortunately, been abducted from her home 4 days earlier and sadly enough the case has 
never been solved; not even to this day. 

 It all began when Amber Hagerstown’s parents phoned the Police Department in 

Arlington and reported their 9-year-old daughter missing. 
 Initially these “Amber Alerts” were messages broadcast on television airwaves and radio 

stations, but today it is not unusual for you and me to be driving down an Interstate 

Highway and see a special message being flashed in amber letters on an electronic signboard, 
about a missing person, who has been abducted and may be being transported in an automobile 
with the following description and license plate number.  The message concludes: “If 

spotted: Please phone 911.” 

 Today “AMBER” is an acronym for “AMERICA’S MISSING BROADCASTING 

EMERGENCY RESPONSE!”  And according to statistics, I found, that were compiled 

already 10 years ago: Already in 2009, 100 persons across the United States were reported 

as missing every hour, so that 2400 persons were reported as missing every 

day, with a grand total of 875,000 persons being reported as missing in the United 

States of America ever year. 

 In the words of our Gospel lesson this morning, Luke 5:1-11, Our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ, who began his public ministry in earnest, perhaps 2 

months before this, when he was baptized by John the Baptist in the Jordan River, is now, in his 

own unique way: (1) LOOKING FOR MISSING PERSONS TOO; MISSING 

PERSONS, OFTEN TIMES, WHO WERE NOT EVEN AWARE, of the fact THAT THEY WERE 

MISSING.   And what does Jesus do when he finds these missing persons?  (2) HE DOES HIS 

VERY BEST TO MAKE THEM HIS DISCIPLES, THEREFORE PUTTING THEM INTO 

A VIBRANT AND HEALTHY RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD, OUR HEAVENLY FATHER, WHOM 
HE HAS COME, AMONG US, TO REVEAL TO US! 

 In the words of our Gospel lesson this morning, Peter and his companions had 

been out on Lake Gennesaret, also known in the Gospels as “The Sea of 

Galilee” fishing all night long.  

 Were they successful?  No, they were not successful! They were anything but successful, 
so that many anglers in the United States of America today might have even labeled them as: 

“SKUNKED FISHERMEN!” 

 They were “skunked” fishermen because they had become very hot and smelly, letting 
out those nets, and bringing back in those nets, disappointingly.  It was hard work.  They had 
been perspiring!  By this time, they had already admitted their defeat. 
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And here they were, early in the morning, washing those heavy nets, being good 

stewards of those invaluable nets, by which they earned their daily bread.   
We aren’t sure what time in the morning all of this took place, perhaps at 8 AM or 9 AM 

in the morning; when the women of the household would have already arisen from 

bed to, to make their daily jaunt to the local well, to bring home a gigantic clay-jug 

full of water; balancing it on their heads; something that they had learned from the time they 
were 12 years old! 
 Jesus is present and by this time many people were well-aware of who he was.  They 
gathered around him—hoping that they themselves---might somehow hear him preach and 
teach the Word of God to them through his own lips! 
 Multitudes of people were flocking to the seashore to see Jesus in person, to listen to 
Jesus in person, and hopefully also, so that they or a disabled loved-one might somehow 
become the personal recipient of some of the many miraculous healings, they had heard, 
Jesus had compassionately performed on others in that region on the north end of the Sea of 
Galilee. 
 Jesus, our text tells us, “On one occasion, while the crowd was pressing in on him to hear 
the Word of God, was standing by the lake of Gennesaret, and saw two boats by the lake, but 
the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets…”  
 Apparently, without our Sovereign Lord’s even asking any one else’s permission, he 
simply steps into one of his two boats, he saw moored along the shore there; and the boat he 
stepped into was “Simon’s boat,” meaning “Simon Peter’s boat. 
 Please note that after stepping into Peter’s boat, that the first thing Jesus does, was to 

ask Peter to put it out a little from the land!  Have you ever wondered why Jesus 

did this?   Was it so that the multitudes of people present there might be able to see him with 
their physical eyes?  Certainly, this makes sense to me!  Isn’t this why pulpits are usually 
elevated a few feet off the ground in most sanctuaries; sometimes elevated as high as 9 or 10 
feet off the ground in imposing cathedrals?  But obviously there was another reason behind 
our Lord’s doing this too! 

 Bible commentators will remind us that Jesus had Peter push his 

boat offshore a short distance, so that the water COULD MAGNIFY HIS 

VOICE so that all the people present there that day would have been able to hear him! 

 Sound travels 7 times faster and 7 times further over water than it does on land! 
 If you have ever been out on a lake, it is amazing how you can be in your boat, on one 
side of the lake, and still hear quite clearly the conversating some people are having in an 
adjacent boat that may easily be 30 yards away. 
 When and I lived in Columbia, SC, we lived in a two story  house on a community lake 
with a big deck on the back of the house, and I was often amazed when I would sit out on the 
deck in the evening, how clearly I could hear the people’s voices on the other side of the lake, 
perhaps some 30 yards away! 
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 The first thing that Jesus does is to preach the Word of God to 

them! And no, he was not preaching from the New Testament Gospels, as I am preaching to 

you today, because the New Testament had not even been written yet. Let’s remember that 
this Jesus is “THE WORD OF GOD MADE FLESH.”  The Greek text can be translated in two 
different ways: either as, ‘He was preaching the Word of God to them,’ but also, “He was 
preaching from the Word of God to them!” 
 In this instance, St. Luke does not give us any excerpts from Jesus’ 

sermon that Jesus was preaching there that day, though he does tell us: “He was preaching 
the Word of God to them!” 
 All of us, who are “MISSING PERSONS” by nature, and are by nature separated from the 
One, Only True, and Triune God, who has created us and given us the gift of life, by virtue of 

our sin, must first be found by Jesus, before we can ever experience the 

joy of being his disciples and God’s children! 

 We must not only hear the Word of God, we must learn to TRUST 

THE WORD OF GOD. 

 After Jesus preaches his sermon, he tells Peter: “Put out into the deep and let down your 
nets for a catch!”   And here we really need to hear Jesus’ words in the very exact way that Jesus 
first speaks his words to Peter. 
 Jesus does not say: “Hey, Peter, let’s go out into the deep water and let your nets down! 
Maybe you will have a lot more luck this morning than you did last night!”  No Jesus doesn’t say 
this at all---because Jesus knows that there are fish out there, and Jesus knows that this second 
attempt Peter is going to make to catch some fish is 100%, without fail, going to be 100% 
successful.  “Let your nets down for a catch!” 
 Of course, Peter initially protests, because Peter is the professional fisherman, not Jesus, 
who wasn’t a fisherman but a carpenter.  Can’t you just picture Peter thinking to himself, “Hey, 
Jesus, I have come to really appreciate you! I know you are very special man, but I am a 
fisherman and you are a carpenter!  I know rods and reels and you know hammer and nails!” 
 Maybe Peter was even hoping, initially, for an apology to be given to him by Jesus! 
 Something like this: “Forgive me for being so insensitive! Just forget the whole thing! 
Let’s just pretend this conversation never happened!” 
 But Jesus doesn’t say anything like this at all!  And maybe it was just about this time 
that Peter started doing some more serious thinking.  He had been there to see Jesus change 
water into wine! Jesus had been there to see Jesus cast those demons out of that man in the 
synagogue at Capernaum.  Peter had seen Jesus heal his mother-in-law completely, and 
instantly, who had been sick in bed with a fever! 
 Can we paraphrase Jesus’ words a little bit?  “Lord, if it was anybody, and I mean 
anybody else asking me to do this, I might even respond to them by saying: ‘Absolutely, no 
way, Jose, it’s not going to happen! Forget about it!” 
 BUT SINCE THIS YOU JESUS AND THIS IS YOUR WORD: I’M GOING TO DO IT! 
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And when he did, was he ever surprised as to what happened next! 

 NEVER, EVER BEFORE, HAS THERE EVER BEEN SUCH A SUCCESSFUL CATCH MADE BY PETER OR 
PROBABLY BY NO OTHER FISHERMAN IN THE WHOLE HISTORY OF THE COMMERICAL FISHING BUSINESS! 
 These boats, I learned were about 7 and ½ feet wide and 20 feet long!  BOTH BOATS WERE NOW 
OVERFLOWING WITH FISH; SO MANY FISH THAT THE NETS WERE ABOUT TO BREAK! 
 Have wondered what Peter may have been thinking next? 
 Wow!  This is fabulous, Jesus!  You know how to find out where the fish are, and I know how to fish! 
We could go into a business together, kind of like HULL’ SEAFOOD MARKET OVER ON GRANADA AVENUE in 
Ormond Beach.  Not only could we catch the fish, we could set up a restaurant right next door to our seafood 
market!  Maybe we could even call at seafood restaurant something like this:  How about: “LONG JOHN 
SAVIOR’S” OR MAYBE EVEN “JESUS’ CRAB SHACK?” 

 But these aren’t Peter’s thoughts at all.  Suddenly Peter realizes he is in the presence of 
the Holy One of God! No mere man could do this!  The LORD GOD ALMIGHTY HAS DONE THIS! 
 Peter, said, “Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” 
 But the last thing our Savior wants to do for Peter, or for anyone of us, is to leave our 
side!  THE GREAT CHRISTIAN AUTHOR, MAX LUCADO, ONCE WROTE:  YES, GOD LOVES US THE 
WAY WE ARE, BUT HE LOVES US FAR TOO MUCH, SIMPLY TO LEAVE US THE WAY WE ARE, HE 
WANTS TO REMAKE US IN THE IMAGE OF HIS ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON, OUR LORD AND SAVIOR 
JESUS CHRIST! 
 We, too, by the grace of God know the joy of being found by Jesus! “By nature, we were also, at one 
time, dead in our trespasses and sins, but the God who is rich in mercy, has made us alive and appointed for 
us to be seated,” already now, if we understand Jesus’ words correctly, “we are seated at the right hand of 
God!” 
 When Jesus says, “I am with you always, even to the end of the age!” this does not just mean that 
wherever we go, he will go with us! It also means that wherever he has gone, we too, already today, right 
here and now, are there with him too!” 
 Paul says, “Our citizenship is in heaven and from it …” (Philippians 3:21)! 
 When Peter, James and John had fished all night, if we were to update their story into a 21st century 
setting, can’t we imagine that their first thought was: “Hey, let’s finish washing these nets so we can headed 
over to McDonalds for a big breakfast with a big cup of coffee; you know—with scrambled eggs, pancakes, 
sausage and an order of hash browns on the side!” 
 Of in a 21 Century setting these skunked fishermen might say to themselves: “Let’s go home and turn 
on ESPN—THE SPORTS NETWORK, UNWIND, AND RELAX FOR A WHILE, BEFORE WE HIT THE HAY FOR SOME 
WELL-DESERVED SLEEP!”? 
 But this isn’t what Peter said at all! Instead, he said, “O Lord, at your word, I will let down my nets!” 
 God had one of the seraphs take a hot coal from the altar and touch Isaiah’s lips with it!  The coal did 
not burn Isaiah’s lips, because God used it to take Isaiah’s sin completely away from him. 
 Today our Crucified, Risen, Ascended and Ever-Present Lord is coming to us, inviting us to act on his 
Word too: “Take this bread and eat it! It is my body, given into death for you, for the forgiveness of sins.  Take 
this wine and drink it! It is my blood shed for you to bring you eternal life!” 
 Will you come forward in faith!  Will you be patient if in our distributing Holy Communion to everyone 
else gathered here this morning, takes a little long time than you are hoping it would! 
 Why not instead use this time in this beautiful sanctuary for prayer and meditation? Why not say, to 

Jesus, as he calls upon us to take our crosses and follow him again today: “O Lord, let the journey 

begin!”  Amen 


