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A wise man once said: “We are not saved by our making promises to God!  

We are saved, by believing the promises that our God has made to us!”   

And yet, when push comes to shove, or when we wake up one day and find 

ourselves suddenly between that proverbial rock and a hard place, we are all 

tempted to offer up to God a “Quid Pro Quo” Proposition, aren’t we?  “Quid Pro Quo” 

is a Latin phrase that means: “THIS FOR THAT,” of a “TIT FOR TAT,” or a: “I’ll do that for you if 
you’ll do this for me!” A Quid Pro Quo Proposition is sometimes, best understood as an: “I’ll 
scratch your back if you will scratch mine!” approach to other people.  

Psychologists label this kind of attempt at coercion or manipulation as “bargaining,” 

or “bartering.”  And if we are not careful, we can certainly end up doing the same 
thing through our prayer life in our relationship with God. 

Friends, the Patriarch Abraham certainly enjoyed a very special 

and unique relationship with the LORD God, who came to him one day, when he 

was 75 years old and said to him: “Abram, go from your country and your kindred and 
your father’s house to the land that I will show you.  And I will make of you a great 
nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing!” 

And Abraham did this very thing!  When he was 75 years old no less, 

which makes Abraham’s obedience to God’s command something that may have been much more 

difficult for Abraham to do, than if Abraham and Sarah were 25 years old, or 35 years old.   

Why they were very settled in that part of the world where they were living, but God 

commands Abraham to pull up his tent stakes, to take Sarah, and a large part of his family, 

and his servants, and sheep and goats and other livestock with him!  This means that they 

also had to leave behind their family doctor and their favorite dentist too; well this is what 

it would have mean for them had they been living in the 20th or 21st Centuries. And hardly, 

without even batting an eye in God’s direction, Abraham does that very 

thing. 

That’s why the writer of Hebrews tells us in our Epistle Lesson this 

morning: “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for; the conviction of things not 
seen.  For by it, the people of old received their commendation!  By faith, Abraham 
obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. 
And he went out, not knowing where he was going. By faith, he went to live in THE 
LAND OF PROMISE. FOR HE WAS LOOKING FORWARD TO THE CITY THAT HAS 
FOUNDATIONS, WHOSE DESIGNER AND BUILDER IS GOD. 
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Abraham like Sarah, and so many great people of faith before them, died in the 
faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted them 
from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on this earth” 
(Hebrews 11:8-15)! 

Abraham was most definitely a man of faith.  But this does not mean that 

everything in his life was constantly “hunky-dory;” that is, “right on,” or “spot on.” 

Again, this does not mean that there were not any extenuating circumstances 

going on around Abraham, in his life, that were beyond his control, or that he was 

immune from experiencing the whole broad range of human emotions 

that you and I experience also, when everything becomes topsy-turvy in our lives and we are 
dealing with extenuating circumstances beyond our control!  

Friends, when we meet Abraham in the words of our Old Testament lesson 

today, he had just done something that was immensely difficult for him to 

do.  He had banded together, 318 men, who were part of his traveling caravan, and outfit 

them for battle, to go and launch a military strike against some very imposing 

enemies who had kidnapped, Abraham’s nephew, Lot, along with his family, to 

retrieve many possessions that these evil marauders had stolen from Lot too! 

God gave to Abraham, and to his make-shift army, the victory.  Lot was rescued.  

Lot and his family members were set free once again. Lot did regain his 

possessions. 

Nevertheless, it certainly seems that even in the aftermath of that 

great horror, that Abraham, was now experiencing something that a 

“good Puritan,” named Thomas Goodwin, many years later, living in the New 

England states, would one day classify as: “A Dark Night of the Soul.”  

And yet this concept wasn’t totally original with Thomas Goodwin.  He based it on the 
experience of the Prophet Isaiah, who says in Isaiah 50:10: “Let him who walks in darkness 
and has no light, trust in the name of the LORD and rely on his God. Behold, all you who 
kindle a fire, who equip yourselves with burning torches, walk by the light of your fire, 
that you have kindled. This you have from my hand!” 

Even in the aftermath of his recent victory, he was fearful that the armies of 

his oppressors might regroup, building up the size of their armies, and approach 

him again! 

Then God comes and ministers to Abraham to strengthen his faith.   

And yet this is the first time in the whole Bible that the phrase: “And the Word 

of the Lord came to him” appears here, 2 times, in our Old Testament lesson 

today, a phrase that appears more than 100 times in the Old Testament! 
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“After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a 

vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very 

great.” 

2 But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir 

of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no offspring, 
and a member of my household will be my heir.” 

4 And behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your 

very own son shall be your heir.” 5 And he brought him outside and said, “Look 

toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” 

Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6 And he believed the LORD, 

and he counted it to him as righteousness. 

My friends, I want you to know that there is a powerful connection between our 

Old Testament lesson and our Gospel lesson this morning, because just like Abraham; 
you and I, even as the committed followers of Jesus Christ, there are times in our 

lives when we, who are living in a sinful world, are forced to deal with 

extenuating circumstances that are totally beyond our control as well. 

Just like Abraham, there are times when you and I will experience the 

whole broad range of human emotions, because of things that are 

happening to us too. 

Yet, we so often forget don’t we, that we have a loving Heavenly Father who is watching 
over us, and that we don’t have to make QUID PRO QUO propositions to the LORD God 

Almighty, for him to be willing to help us! 

We so often forget that we do not have ‘TO BUTTER GOD UP,’ or to “GREASE HIS 

PALMS,” in the hope therefore that he might help us in our time of need! 

Why --- because our God is gracious and merciful toward us because of his 

Son, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, who came into our world to reconcile us 

sinful human beings to his all-loving, yet still totally righteous HEAVENLY FATHER. 

Perhaps St. Paul puts this best for us when he was writing a letter to a young pastor named Titus one 

day and said to him: “Titus, when the lovingkindness of God our Savior 

appeared, he saved us, not because of any deeds that were done by us in 

righteousness, but in virtue of his own mercy, through a washing of regeneration 

(HOLY BAPTISM) and renewal in the Holy Spirit” (Titus 3:5)! 

Paul also writes to his friends in Rome: “And God, who spared not his Son but 

gave him up for us all, how shall he not, together with Christ give us all 

good things?” (Romans 8:32)! 

 

Did you hear what Jesus has to say to us as our Lord and Master in our Gospel lesson this 

morning: “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give 

you the kingdom” (Luke 12:32). 
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Friends, at this point in our Lord’s public ministry, his popularity among the 

Jewish people was at an all time high. Luke has told us in the opening verses of 

this chapter that on this day; THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE WERE GATHERED AROUND 

JESUS. Why there were so many people there, that some began trampling on 

others, in order to do whatever, they could to get a front row seat. 

In the first part of chapter 12, we hear Jesus cautioning any wealthy people 

who may have in that crowd, to beware of “Covetousness,” because for all of the 

accomplishments a person might make in this life, and for all the treasures he/she 

might lay up for themselves, here on earth….to come to the end of one’s day…and 

to have no hope of life beyond the grave, and the sure hope of eternal life, is indeed 

the supreme form of foolishness that a human being could ever come to experience 

in this life! 

Jesus cautions us against constantly diminishing our joy in our everyday 

living by constantly WORRYING, FRETTING, AND BEING CONSUMED WITH 

ANXIETY IN THIS WORLD TODAY. 

I know that some people think that they are being hopeful when they say: 

“Stop worrying so much!”  But most of the time, this kind of commandment only 

aggravates and intensifies the amount of anxiety a person is experiencing! 

Jesus is teaching us here that only the Heavenly Father has the power to 

substantially reduce the amount of worrying and anxiety we are forced to live with 

in our lives! 

Consider the ravens, they neither plant seeds, nor reap a harvest, and store 

their crops in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of much 

more value than they?  Consider the lilies of the field, how they neither toil nor spin, 

let Solomon, King Solomon, was never clothed as gallantly as these! 

Many of us, of course, can remember that song that was written by Bobby 

McFerring, and was played very frequently on the radio in 1988, that song entitled: 

“Don’t Worry, Be Happy!” Here are some of the lyrics to that song: 
 

Here’s a little song I wrote; you might want to sing it, note for note: 
Don’t worry, be happy! In every life we have some trouble, 

but when you worry you make it double: Don’t worry, be happy? 
 

Ain’t got no place to lay your head; somebody came and took your bed, 
Don’t worry, be happy! The landlord says your rent is late, he may have to litigate: 

“Don’t worry, be happy!” 
 

Ain’t got no cash, ain’t got no style, Ain’t got no gal to make you smile, 
But don’t worry, be happy! Because when you worry your face will frown 

And that will bring everybody down: Don’t worry, be happy! 
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It is a cute little song, and it makes us smile, but upon what basis is the songwriter, 

Bobby McFerrin, offering his remedy to the people of this world, suggesting that we don’t 
need to worry and, if we choose to do so, we can choose to only be happy! There is no 
basis offered to us here in that song, whatsoever, no, not really! 
 True worry can only be overcome by the Word of God, which alone convinces us that 
whatever else may happen to us in this life, the LORD God Almighty will have the last Word 
and the last Word will always be good! 
 Someone once asked, “Have you ever thought of the cross of Jesus Christ, and its 
powerful message like this?  The cross is a minus sign, turned into a plus!” 
 Does mean that nothing unjust or unfair will ever happen to us as we make our way 
through this world, on our way to the next? 
 Absolutely not.  For Jesus said, “In the world you have much tribulation, but be of 
good cheer, for I have overcome the world!” 
 And Jesus is our Good Shepherd, who laid down his life on the cross to overpower 
our three greatest enemies of sin, death, and the power of the devil. 
 In our Adult Bible Class today we were studying, what is, without a doubt one of the 
best-known passages of the Bible: The Twenty-Third Psalm. 
 And how does that psalm end? 
 “And yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil. For thou are with me. Thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. Thou preparest a 
table before me in the presence of my enemies.  Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever!” 
Amen 
 
  
 

 

              
  


