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Can it really be that we are now coming up very soon, on the 50th Anniversary, of that 

great event that captivated millions of peoples’ attention, all around the world, for eight days, in the 

summer of 1969?  Less than two months from now, on July 20th, we will be celebrating the 50th 

Anniversary of the first landing of two men upon the moon: Commander Neil Armstrong and 

lunar module pilot Buzz Aldrin in the Apollo 11 Mission.  They spent about 2 hours and 15 

minutes outside the spacecraft and collected 47.5 pounds of lunar material to bring back 

to the earth. 

 One of the biggest points I am hoping to make in this message today, however, is that there is a 

great deal of difference between KNOWING that something is true and BELIEVING that 

something is true! 

 It’s therefore no secret to you that there has been for some time now, an ever-growing cult of 

CONSPIRACY THEORISTS, WHO CLAIM THAT IT WAS ALL A LIE AND NOTHING MORE THAN 

A CRUEL HOAX. These same people also believe that the five subsequent Apollo moon landings, were 

also, somehow, deceivingly and miraculously staged. 
  

These conspiracy theorists believe that the whole event was somehow filmed in a secluded, secret, 

television studio somewhere, as a form of political propaganda to bring a much greater degree of 

glory to the embattled United States Space Program, in the Americans’ competition with the Soviet 

Union in their space program.  And they secondly believed that this whole thing was staged to fulfill the 

challenge President John Kennedy had set before the American people, some 8 years prior to all this, 

to put a man on the moon by the end of the 60’s decade.  
 If it really did happen, and I imagine, most of us here this morning, believe that it did happen, I imagine, 

it turned out to be the greatest technological feat of the 20th century, and inspired a great 

deal of courage in the American people, that if this could be done, then many more mighty miracles might 

also take place among us: such things as developing heart by-pass operations, and transplanting 

human organs like kidneys, livers and hearts, from a recently deceased American to one who was very 

much in need of that new kidney, liver, or heart.  

 There is a big deal of difference between knowing something to be true and 

“actually” believing that what you know to be true is “actually” true. 

 Do you remember that day, when Jesus was coming down from the mountain where he had just been 

miraculously transfigured before his three disciples Peter, James and John?  

While atop that mountain, Moses and Elijah appeared on the mountain, and Jesus whole 

demeanor was gloriously transfigured so that his face shone like the sun, and his clothes were 

brighter than any bleach could ever bleach them!?! 

 Upon Jesus’ and the disciples’ descent from that glorious event, there was a man who approached 
Jesus, whose son had been suffering, it seems, from all sorts of convulsions and seizures.  The first 
century interpretation of the son’s condition was that he was demon-possessed.  Is it possible that he was 

suffering from what we know today, to be, epileptic seizures? 

 He asked Jesus to cure his son, and Jesus asked the man: “Do you believe that I can 

do this?” And the man replied, “Lord, I believe but help thou my unbelief” (Mark 9:24)? 
 In the words of my Gospel lesson this morning, my friends, here Jesus is, speaking with his 
disciples once again on that first Maundy Thursday in that Upper Room in Jerusalem.   

 By this time, Jesus had already washed the disciples’ feet, teaching them, by example, one more object 

lesson on the importance of their practicing humility in their dealings with one another and in their desire 
to reach out and bring others into the kingdom of God. 

 By this time Jesus had celebrated the PASSOVER MEAL with his disciples one last time. 
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 By this had begun to explain to them that they would all deny ever having known him and that Peter 

especially would deny ever having known our Lord, in a public setting, ardently and openly three times 
before the cock would crow in the morning. 

 St. Matthew, who was there in person, and who experienced all of these things first hand tell us, that no 
sooner had Jesus cautioned the disciples against their denying him, than Peter spoke up and said: “Lord, 
even if I must die with you, I will not deny you!” Then Matthew also tells us: “AND ALL THE DISCIPLES 
SAID THE SAME THING” (Mt. 26:34-35)! 

 

But then there were questions in the disciples that night that they wanted to asked Jesus, but 
they were fearful of asking Jesus; perhaps because they were afraid of arousing his displeasure.  They 
were totally baffled when Jesus said to them: “I am going someplace where you can not go, nevertheless, 
a little while and you will see me no more, and then a little while later, you will see me again!” 

Jesus, however, who could read their minds, knew the questions that they wanted to ask him and 
therefore, he proceeds to answer their questions: something that convinced the disciples that Jesus 
truly was the Son of God! 

We read in John 16:29-30: “His disciples said, “Ah, now you are speaking plainly and 

not using figurative speech! Now we know that YOU KNOW ALL THINGS AND DO NOT 

NEED ANYONE TO QUESTION YOU; THIS IS WHY WE BELIEVE THAT YOU CAME FROM 

GOD!” 
 The disciples’ words here remind me of what King David says to the LORD GOD ALMIGHTY, 1000 

years before this, in Psalm 139: “O Lord, you have searched me and known me! You know 

when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from afar! You search out my 

path and my lying down and are acquainted with all my ways. Even before a word is on my 

tongue, behold, O LORD, you know it altogether! Such knowledge is too wonderful for me! 

It is high and I cannot attain it” (vv. 1-6)! 

 Jesus admits that he had been teaching his disciples the Word of God incisively, by 

using parables, those little earthly stories, with a heavenly meaning; but from now on he 

was going to be speaking to them much more straightforwardly. 

 “The hour is coming when I will no longer speak to you in figures of speech but will 

tell you plainly about the Father. In that day you will ask in my name, and I do not say to 

you that I will ask the Father on your behalf; because you have loved me and believed that 

I came from God” (John 16:26-27)! 

 Do you understand what Jesus is saying here?  For three years these disciples were 

free to ask Jesus any type of question that they longed to ask him, such questions as: “Lord, 

how in the world, can these five little barley loaves of bread, and two fish, feed all these 

thousands of people?” 

 Or when Jesus was wanting to pass through a Samaritan village, but the townspeople would 

not allow it, because Jesus was headed towards Jerusalem, John and James, the sons of Zebedee, 

nicknamed ‘THE SONS OF THUNDER,’ asked Jesus: “Lord, do you want us to call down fire upon 

them from heaven?” To which Jesus quickly responded, “Absolutely not!” 

 Or when Jesus said, “It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than it is 

for a rich man to be saved!” the disciples asked our Lord, “Lord, who then can be saved?”  Here 

again, Jesus responded, by his saying to him: “With man it is impossible, but not with God, for with 

God all things are possible!” 

 But now, following our LORD’S DEATH AND RESURRECTION, THEY WOULD NOT 

LONGER BE ASKING QUESTIONS LIKE THIS DIRECTLY, BUT THEY COULD STILL BRING 

THEIR SAME CONCERNS BEFORE GOD THE FATHER, IN JESUS NAME! 
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Listen to what Jesus says: “The hour is coming! Indeed, it has come, when you will be 

scattered, each to his own home, and you will leave me alone. Yet I am not alone, for the 

Father is with me. I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace” (John 

16:32-33)! 

 May I say it again, there is a difference between our knowing something to be true 

and our believing it to be true. 

 Sometimes, when something devastating happens to us, or conversely when 

something unbelievably good happens to us, we may find it difficult to believe. We may 

know it to be true, but we cannot, necessarily, at least immediately, know it to be true! 

 I missed being here with you on Mother’s Day, two weeks ago, but think back ladies, 

to when your doctor told you, for the first time, you were expecting a child. As much as 

you wanted that child, and longed to have a child, when you first heard the words—you 

may have had a hard time believing it was true! 

 Or when you receive a big promotion at work, and the boss says, you are suddenly 

going to be making much more money than you have up to this point: You may know it to 

be true but have a hard time believing it is true!” 

 Or you receive a phone call that a loved one of yours, has suddenly been snatched 

away from you in a devasting automobile accident.  You know it is true, but your whole 

system goes into shock, a psychological defense mechanism, so that for a while, you just 

can’t believe it to be true! 

For me, one small example might be, when I wake up in the morning to make my 

coffee, first thing, and opening the refrigerator I am so very disappointed to discover that I am all 

out of creamer! Yes, I can drink my coffee totally black, in the mornings if I need to do so, but that certainly 

isn’t my preference. 

Listen to these words of Jesus: “In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart! 

I have overcome the world” (John 16:33b)! 

 Jesus was about to be arrested and go through those four different bogus trials.  Pontius Pilate was about 
to declare him innocent of all wrong-doing; making this announcement three times; but still the angry mob would 

cry out: “Crucify him! Crucify him!”  All the horror and the shame of crucifixion was still in 

out in front of our Lord, things that would soon take place, but Jesus speaks here as if these terrible 

events were behind him!  Jesus never doubted he would be raised again on the third day! 

This was the message of the angels to the women at the tomb on that first Easter morning: 

“Why do you seek the living among the dead.  Remember how Jesus told you, while he was 

still with you in Galilee, that he would be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be 

crucified and on the third day rise” (Luke 24:5-7) 

 The response of those women? “And they remembered his words” (v. 8)! 

When Jesus says, “In the world you have tribulation,” he is reminding us that all sorts and different 
kinds of trouble will unfortunately, find their way, to our doorstep as we make our way through life, but that we 
should, nevertheless, take heart, be encouraged, and continue to believe that Jesus Christ has overcome the 
world! 

He died and rose again so that sin no longer would be the most dominating force in our lives! He 
died and rose again, so that we could know the joy of being forgiven, as well as being empowered to 
share God’s forgiveness openly and freely with others. He died and rose again to fill us with the hope of 
eternal life! 

I can’t help but wonder if the Apostle Paul didn’t have these words of Jesus in mind, when he was also 

inspired to write down one day, in a letter he had sent to his friends at Rome: “If God is for us, who can be 

against us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with  
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him graciously give us all things?  Who shall bring any charge to God’s elect? If is god who justified, 

who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the One who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at 

the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. Who shall separate us from the love of 

Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Christ who loved us. For I am 

sure that neither death nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 

love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:31-39)! 

I want to say it again, what was said last week.  This staying power that our God gives to us is tied up 
100% always in our sure hope and confidence of our one day coming to live with our God in heaven, in that 
perfect realm, far beyond this one, where the Lamb who sits on the throne will wipe away every tear from every 
eye. 

We should take heart, because our salvation, is a finished work!  And what a beautiful place, 
heaven must be.  Did you hear what John tells us he saw when he was not only permitted, but invited 
one day to look into heaven: “The Lord showed him the Holy City Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 
from God, having the glory of God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. It 
had a great, high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on the gates the name of 
the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel. And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were 
the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. And the twelve gates were twelve pearls, each of 
the gates made of a single pearl, and the street of the city was pure gold, transparent as glass!” 

No matter how beautiful we imagine heaven to be it will far outshine our greatest expectations.  

Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of them that have fallen asleep. For 
as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam 
all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive” (I Corinthians 15:20-22).  

Well, Easter is day for laughter, and that’s why I wanted to share a silly little story with you about a cat who dies 
and goes to heaven, even though it certainly has some false doctrine in it that we need to identify from the outset. Okay 
the story says a cat had died and gone to heaven if you can imagine that! God meets him at the gate and says, “You have 
been a good cat all of these years. Anything you desire, will be yours! All you have to do is to ask me for it!”  

And we all know what’s wrong with this little story from a doctrinal point of view, don’t we? No one could gain 
entrance into heaven by their own efforts. “We are saved by grace through faith alone and this is not our own doing, it is 
the gift of God, not because of works, lest anyone should boast!” (Ephesians 2:8-9).  

Nevertheless, the story does have a valid point to make, so please let me continue… The cat replies, “Well, I 
have lived all my life with a poor family on a farm and had to sleep on hardwood floors!” 

 God interrupts the cat responding: “Say no more!” And instantly a fluffy pillow appears for the cat to sleep on! A 
few days later, 6 mice are killed in a tragic accident and they go to heaven. God meets them at the gate with the same 
offer that he made to the cat.  

The mice said, “All our lives we’ve had to run. Cats, dogs and even women with brooms have been chasing us! 
If we could only have a pair of roller skates, we wouldn’t have to run anymore!” God replies, “Say no more!” And instantly, 
each mouse is fitted perfectly with a beautiful new pair of tiny roller skates!  

About a week later, God decides to check and see how the cat is doing. The cat is sound asleep on his very fluffy, 
white pillow! God gently wakes him and asks the cat, “How are you doing! Are you happy here?” The cat yawns and 
stretches and says, “Oh, I have never been happier in all my life! And those “Meals on Wheels’ you’ve been sending to 
me, are simply delicious! Let me tell you! They are out of this world!”  

Okay it’s a silly little story but it does remind us that no matter how wonderful we might picture heaven to be for 
ourselves, once we get there it will far exceed our most extravagant imaginations!  

Brothers and sisters, we are here today, many of us, because of a faith that God gave to us many years ago; a faith 
that makes us absolutely certain when we say in the Apostles Creed: “I believe in the resurrection of the body and the 
life everlasting!” And as he invites us forward to his Holy Table again this day to come to us as the Risen Christ with his 
true Body and true Blood for the forgiveness of all our sins, we too can say “Thank you!” to God. We too can still say to 
the unbelieving world, the same thing the psalmist says in Psalm 34:8, “O taste and see that the LORD is good! Blessed is 
that person who trusts in him!” Amen 


