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Departure: Everyone must know what a “departure” is.  A departure signifies 

an “act of leaving.” Therefore, when we use the word “departure,” so often we are talking 

about a physical departure.  People, who are catching a flight out of town at the Daytona Beach 

International Airport this afternoon, certainly want to know their “Scheduled Time of 

Departure,” beforehand.  

But the word “departure” can also signify a deviation from an established 

norm.  Take, for example, that man who has never eaten any “spicy” foods before in his 

whole life, but who greatly surprises his wife, when on their 25th Wedding Anniversary, he drives 

them both to a restaurant that features only INDIAN CUSINE; those kinds of foods endemic only 

to the nation of India. He does this because he knows that his wife loves spicy foods. He not 

only drives them there, he orders CURRY, for himself, another major “departure” from his 

usually bland diet! 

Friends, I titled this message this morning: “An Unusual Departure,” because there are 

all kinds of unusual departures that we see taking place in our Gospel lesson; both physical 

departures and departures that would signify a complete break with one’s past.  

The Gospel lesson, this morning, is just packed full of some very unusual 

departures.  

First, there is the unusual departure of Jesus into Gentile territory.  
That this was an unusual itinerary for Jesus and his disciples to take, becomes evident 

to us in the use of that word “opposite” in verse 26: “Then they sailed to the country of the 
GERASENES----that is ‘opposite’ Galilee!”    

The city of Gerasa was located about 30 miles southeast of the Sea of Galilee.   

That this is an area in which many Gentiles are living, becomes abundantly clear 

to us with the revelation that large herds of pigs are being raised there.  
Jesus, hereby, departs into what would have no doubt been considered by many of his 

contemporaries as “pagan” territory; far away from the synagogues of the Jews; 

far away from the people of Israel and their land.  

And it is certainly significant that in the four verses immediately preceding 

our Gospel lesson today, that Jesus is asleep on a cushion in the front of the boat, 

that suddenly becomes greatly imperiled because of a tremendous storm at sea. 

The disciples awaken Jesus. He stands up and utters those words: “Peace be still!” 

and suddenly the storm is ended, and the surface of the water becomes as smooth as 

a sheet of glass! 

Even though these disciples were grateful, they were at the same time filled 

with a great deal of personal consternation.  They were afraid, is what St. Luke tells 

us (v. 25), asking themselves out loud, what was for them at this point, a very 

unanswerable question: “WHO IS THIS THAT EVEN THE WINDS AND THE WAVES OBEY HIM” (V. 25)? 
Why is this significant?  Because these ancient people believed that 

demons were the sole cause of high winds, dark skies and troubled waters! 



 

              
As necessary as it was for the people in that first century world to board ships 

and sail across the high seas; it was also a tremendously frightening ordeal, 

because of what could happen out there.  And that’s why the words of St. John in the 

Book of Revelation were so especially comforting to people in that first century 

world. Because there, in Revelation 21:1, the Spirit of God commands John to 
write down this with respect to the afterlife: “Then I saw a new heaven and a new 

earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, AND THE SEA WAS 

NO MORE!”  

Friends, as well as we hope to know the teaching of the Bible, as we make 

our way through life, we will never know the Holy Scriptures as well as Satan 

does, for he is a master at misquoting the Scriptures.  And even though many 

people never arrive at the point in their spiritual journey, where I hope you and I are 

at, by the grace of God this morning, with a firm belief that JESUS CHRIST IS THE 

ETERNALLY-BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD, Satan has no doubts about this at all.  

This is why St. James tells us in James 2:19, “You believe that God is one; you 

do well. Even the demons believe—and shutter!” 

Nevertheless, what a WELCOMING COMMITTEE this was on the part of the 

people living in this Gentile territory, when that boat, full of Jesus and his disciples 
first bumps the shore.  The man who meets them, is without a doubt, a scary sight! 

He is naked, wild-eyed and smeared with dirt.  Furthermore, we learn that 

this bewildered man’s home had unfortunately become the tombs outside the city. For all 

practical purposes, you see, this man had become an animated corpse, owned and inhabited 

by demonic forces not his own!  From the very moment when his eyes first make contact 

with Jesus’ eyes, he cried out and fell down before our Lord and said with a loud 
voice: “WHAT HAVE YOU TO DO WITH ME, JESUS, SON OF THE MOST-HIGH 

GOD!” Yet, it wasn’t really this man who was doing the speaking! These demonic 

forces that had taken such a hold on him: They were doing the speak.  

Like we have already said, he was unclothed, naked, a man who had been living 

in some nearby tombs, probably part of a hillside cemetery.  Living among the dead 

he was, for all practical purposes, himself dead! 

The only way the people in that community could feel that they and their loved 

ones were safe, was during those times when they had been able to confine him 

inside of a cave with chains.  But the man was so strong, or the demons that inhabited 

him were so strong, THAT HE WAS CONSTANTLY BREAKING THOSE CHAINS. 

 And the severity of his demonic possession is made even more evident when the 

name by which, he identifies himself, in response to Jesus’ question is “LEGION!”  

Why? Because “Legion” is the designation given to a Roman army of four to 

six thousand soldiers. Yet, in a moment of rare lucidity, perhaps, this demoniac answers 

the question that the disciples raised for themselves just a short while before this, when 

immediately after had Jesus calmed that horrific storm; they were left asking themselves: 

“Who is this that even the wind and the waves obey him” (Luke 9:25b).  



            
Surprisingly, however, the demoniac gives the right answer!  He addresses our Lord as: 

“Jesus, Son of the Most-High God!” This naked, homeless, dead, foreign, GENTILE, 

clearly sees who Jesus is, who at this point makes his assessment superior to that of Jesus’ 

own disciples!  Yet, this demon-possessed man is still unable to recognize his own 

sickness. He may have falsely believed that everyone wore chains and shackles, AS THE 

LATEST FASHION STATEMENT in his region of the world!  Ironically, therefore, he begs 

Jesus not to torment him, when he is in already being tormented!  And when Jesus asks 

this man his name—the demons that possess him will not allow him to answer the question for 

himself! They assert their authority over the man once again, by their replying: “Legion.”  

If it was an unusual departure for Jesus to board a boat and head to Gentile territory, it was 

also an unusual departure of these dreadful demons, when Jesus casted them out of this poor man. 

And yet, unique to this one instance of Jesus casting demons out of a demon-possessed 

person, the demons themselves make a most unusual request.  For Luke tells us in verse 31: 

“And they begged him not to command them to depart into the abyss,” which according 
to the Bible is another word for “hell” (Romans 10:7; Revelation 9:1-21).  

The commentator William Barclay offers up this suggestion, that the demon-possessed man 

had been so tormented by these evil spirits, that only way he could have believed that these 

demons had been cast out of him, for him to see them leave his own body and go into lives of those 

pigs—who proceeded to run to the edge of a cliff, and throw themselves headlong down into the 

Sea of Galilee.  And one other commentary makes the point of tell us, that yes, pigs can swim; so 

that it wasn’t there jumping into the water that brought about their demise, but the demonic spirits 

that now took possession of them.   
First, there is the unusual departure of Jesus heading for Gentile territory. 

Secondly, there is the unusual departure of these demonic spirits into a herd of pigs. 

Thirdly, there is the unusual departure of the pigs running out of their hog-slop as fast 

as they could and throwing themselves over a cliff. 

BUT NONE OF THESE DEPARTURES WERE NOT NEARLY SO UNUSUAL, AS ST. 

PAUL REMINDS US IN OUR SECOND LESSON TODAY, AS WHEN THE FULLNESS OF TIME 

HAD COME, THAT GOD’S ETERNALLY BEGOTTEN SON LEFT THE VERY CORRIDORS OF 

HEAVEN; AND WHEN GOD SENT FORTH HIS SON, BORN OF A WOMAN, BORN UNDER THE 

LAW, TO REDEEM THOSE WHO WERE UNDER THE LAW SO THAT WE MIGHT RECEIVE 

ADOPTION AS SONS!  

WHILE JESUS CAST THESE DEMONS OUT OF THAT POOR MAN, PAUL GOES ON TO 

REMIND US THAT: “GOD HAS SENT THE SPIRIT OF HIS SON INTO OUR HEARS, CRYING: 

‘ABBA! FATHER!”  SO YOU ARE NO LONGER A SLAVE, BUT A SON, AND IF A SON, THEN 

AN HEIR THROUGH GOD!” 

Friends, I want you to know that there is so much more that I could say to you today, but 
because the time is short, I need to focus now on what all of this could mean for us today! 

Humorously, someone has pointed out that this is the day when our Beloved 
Savior made deviled ham! 

In addition to this, instead of the townspeople praising Jesus for converting 
this great terrorist into a fellow human being, who indeed become their neighbor 
again, they asked Jesus “to depart from them, for they were seized with great 
fear!” 

 



            
Friends, I want to admit to you this morning up front, that when it comes to preaching the 

Word of God, some of the most difficult sermons for pastors to preach these days, are sermons 

about demon-possession, because we live in a day and age when many people no longer 

believe, they say, in the reality of Satan, and therefore, no longer believe in 
the reality of demon-possession, either! 

But, I for one, am always grateful for the great candor and honesty of the Apostle Peter, 

when on the night before our Savior died, he was warned by Jesus who said to him: “Behold, 
Peter, Satan has desired to sift you like wheat, but I have prayed for you, so that your 
faith may not fail you. And when you have turned back that you will strengthen your 
brothers” (Luke 22:31-32)! 

That’s why Peter wrote in I Peter 5:7-, “Cast all your anxiety on the LORD, because 
he cares for you. Keep alert, for the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, looking for 
someone to devour!”  

Friends, I don’t know about you, but one of the first things that comes to my mind, 
when I turn on the television, only to sadly hear that there has been yet, one more mass 
shooting in the United States—is that this is most always, yet, another more strong 
evidence about the reality of demon-possession.   

Why, how sad it was, for us, just month when we turned on our televisions, on 
Saturday, June the 1st, and learned about another mass shooting that just took place in 
Virginia Beach, Virginia, where 12 people were killed when a gunman opened fire on 
them in a municipal building.   

Eleven of those 12 deceased persons were employees of Virginia Beach, and the 
shooter was a man named DeWayne Craddock, who was also an engineer for the city, 
who died also after he had a gunfight with the police.  

This past week I looked up the statistics again, and do you know, my brothers 

and sisters that in 2018, 323 mass shootings took place in the United States, in 

which 387 people were killed, 1,274 persons were injured, and, furthermore, that 3 of those 

mass shootings took place at a school.  

It’s true, of course, that even conservative Bible scholars are willing to 
concede that there are probably, some instances in the New Testament when 
the writers are assigning the tag of “demon-possession” to people, like it was to that one’s 
father son, we learn about in Mark 9, when his father says to Jesus: “Teacher, I brought 
my son to you, for he has an spirit that makes him mute. And whenever it seizes him, it 
throws him down, and he foams and grins his teeth and becomes rigid” (Mark 9:17-18). 

That young boy, we realize today, could quite possibly have been suffering from 
epilepsy, but there was no real diagnosis of “epilepsy” available to people in Jesus’ day.   

Nevertheless, I want to point out to you, that in so many of the instances where the Gospel 

writers tell us about a person who is demon-possessed, there are most always three essential 

characteristics that are attributed to their victims. 

First, the demons cause their victims to become self-destructive in their 

behavior.  

 



              
Secondly, the victims are powerless in their ability to rid themselves of this 

most debilitating and menacing condition. 

Thirdly, in most every instance, the victim of demon-possession becomes 

separated from their own families, in much the same that victims of leprosy were 

forced to live outside of the established community too!   

And certainly, we can see, how all three of these symptoms of demon-possession 

were affecting that man’s plight who is presented to us in our Gospel lesson today! 

The major point of this story, and St. Luke’s purpose in sharing it with us, is to 

demonstrated to us that Jesus of Nazareth, the eternally-begotten Son of God, who was now 

living among human beings as the Incarnate Son of God, who was possessed with all 
power, even the power to overthrow all the forces of evil that were 
confronting him.  

Martin Luther would have agreed with this assessment, for that is why he writes in 

the 3rd verse of his best-known hymn, “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” -- “Though devils 
all the world should fill, all eager to devour us. We tremble not, we fear no ill; they shall 
not overpower us. This world’s prince may still, scowl fierce as he will. He can harm us 
none. He’s judged the deed is done. One little word subdues him!” 

“And you and I know what that one little word is, don’t we? It’s the word: “Jesus!” 
Friends, I thought I might close my sermon this morning by sharing with you a story I had heard some 

time ago about an older lady who was living in Brooklyn, New York, on one of those city streets, where all the 

houses looked exactly the same and all of them stood in a close proximity to one another. 

Every morning this lady would come out of her front door, pick up her newspaper, and then raise both of 

her arms high into the air, after which she called out at the top of her lungs: “Praise, the Lord!”  And no one, no 

one in the whole neighborhood ever seemed to mind, until her next-door neighbor on the right side of her house, 

sold his house, though it was sold quickly, and then the new tenants moved it.  Unfortunately, the husband and 

the father and the man in this house was an atheist.  And it really bothered him that this lady went out on her front 

porch every morning and lifting her hands, high into the air, shouted: “Praise the Lord!” 

After a time, whenever she did this, he would follow suit by going out on his front porch 

and lifting his hands high into the air, he would shout: “There is No Lord!” 

This went on for several months, until shortly after Christmas, in the first week of the New 

Year, this little lady walked out to get her newspaper, then lifts her hands high into the air, and 

shouts out: “Praise the Lord! And by the way, Lord, I am totally out of groceries and I need your 

help!” 
Well, the next morning she was pleased indeed, when she walked out on the front porch and saw three big 

bags of groceries sitting there.  So once again, she throws her hands, high into the air and calls out: “Praise the 

Lord! And thank you Lord, so much, for these wonderful groceries!” 

It was then that the atheist, instead of coming out his front door, to offer up his usual cry: 

“There is no Lord!” popped out of the hedges instead, and went up to that little old lady and cried 

out to her, “The Lord didn’t provide you with those groceries, I went to the supermarket and 

purchased them myself, and here, see, I have the cash register receipt to prove that I am the one 

who bought them!” 

That’s when this dear little old lady, cried out, one more time: “Praise the Lord and thank 

you Lord, for these three bags of groceries! And only did you provide them to me, O gracious 

Lord, but you got the devil to pay for them!”  AMEN 


