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Not long ago, I came across the true story of a young married couple living out in Seattle, Washington with two 
children; a 9-year-old daughter and a 7-year-old son. It was about this time last year that the family made plans, as soon 
as the school year closed for the summer break, to take a vacation to the beach, out there somewhere along the 
northwest coast of the Pacific Ocean.  If you ever been to the beach there, well you know that the water remains quite 
cold throughout the whole summer. Still, it’s a great place to go to get a change of scenery and to build a few sandcastles. 
 Unfortunately, that week of vacation time turned out to be a very bad week, weather-wise, along the 
northwestern coast.  The first two days the family was there, they were pretty-well shut up in their hotel room as it was 
thundering and lightening, quite heavily, and the rain coming down was a real downpour. 
 Fortunately, on the third day, though the winds were still blowing, and the skies were overcast, this young 
father came up with a great idea to salvage this vacation time with his family. After breakfast, on Wednesday, he told 
them all to get into their SUV, where upon he drove them to the HOBBY LOBBY to buy kites, four of them, one for each 
person there that day! And he did not buy those cheapo, “Hello Kitty” kites that only sold for 3 or 4 dollars.  He bought 
four $15 kites, in the form of dragons, there were especially made to function optimally in high winds. 
 They go back to the hotel. They construct their kites together, and before you know it the whole family is out 

there on the beach having a great time.  The strong winds present that day lifted those otherwise, 

completely lifeless kites, high into the air, so that it seemed as if they had been 

choreographed ahead of time, to dance in completely unison, with one another.  

 You know, friends, I can’t help but wonder if something similar didn’t happen to those 12 disciples of Jesus who 
were hanging out in that Upper Room, in obedience to Christ’s command that he gave to them, right before he ascended 
to heaven on high, some 10 days before this to reassume, once again, his rightful place in glory! 

 For St. Luke tells us that very early on that Pentecost Day they were up and apparently all 
“bright-eyed and bushy-tailed;” for Luke tells us that they were “all together in one place,” and they 
were all together not only in the  same locality, but that were all of “one accord,” meaning 
that they were all of one spirit; they were all of one heart and mind, which is remarkable when 

you and I think back to all those times when Jesus’ disciples had formerly become 

engaged in a game of one-upmanship with one another; arguing among themselves 

as to which one of them was the greatest. 

 I imagine that that RUSH OF A MIGHTY WIND, must have sounded like the sound 

you sometimes hear, when after a long week of endless responsibilities at work,  you decide 
you want to sleep-in late on a Saturday morning, but wouldn’t you know it---the next 

morning, on a Saturday, your next door neighbor, is out there with his GAS-POWERED 

LEAF-BLOWER blowing off all of the leaves on his driveway! 

 That sound of a MIGHTY RUSHING WIND compelled Jesus’ disciples to come 

down from the Upper Room, and to go down into the streets of Jerusalem; when and where, 

the truth of the matter is, that they really had not seen anything yet!  For that’s 

when a big ball of fire appeared in the sky, not unlike, perhaps, that big ball of fire 

that hovered over the children of Israel, at nighttime, when they were making their way 
from Egypt to the Promised Land.  You know, they were led by a PILLAR OF CLOUD, BY DAY, 
AND A PILLAR OF FIRE, BY NIGHT.  Suddenly on that first Pentecost Day, that fire seems to have split up 

in tons of other smaller, cloven tongues of fire, one of which came and rested upon each of the disciples’ heads. 
Before the Pentecost event there were about 120 people, St. Luke tells us at the end of the first chapter, who 
had signed on as Jesus’ followers, though this number, very soon now, was about to drastically change! 
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The wind can be an exhilarating thing, can’t it!  That wind that is needed to fill 

the sails of ships, relying solely upon that wind-power, to move them in the right 
direction.  And yet, more and more, high-tech, advanced windmills are being built all over 

our country also, as a form of clean energy, to produce electricity.  
 But fire is a very important commodity also, isn’t it; when it is properly harnessed 
and used in a controlled environment, like a gasoline engine, when fuel is injected into 
the intake manifold, sometimes call the combustion chamber, where it is combined with 
air, and the air-fuel mixture is ignited by a spark plug! 
 Growing up here in Holly Hill, Florida, I didn’t grow up in a home with a fireplace, 
but when I had saved enough money, to secure a mortgage with the bank with which to buy 
my first home, in a suburb of Atlanta, at my first call to Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Riverdale, 
Georgia, I was excited about buying a home with a fireplace.  Having spent one winter there I 
knew that the temperature, during the winter months, often dropped down to the teens on a 
Fahrenheit thermometer; like as low as 18 or 16 or 14 degrees. On top of this, Atlanta had 
a few snowfalls each year, and ice storms that are among the worst in the country. I 
really came to enjoy having a fireplace in my home; especially during the holidays, too, 
when out of town family and friends would be guests in our home! 
 When people go camping in the late fall or early spring, they sometimes like to 
gather around a campfire at night: a fire that gathers people together, a fire that warms 
not only the body, but sometimes also the hearts and minds of people. For a fire illuminates, and so 
the FIRE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT CAME TO BRING THE COMFORT OF GOD’S LOVE TO BEAR UPON 
THOSE NEW DISCIPLES, WHO WERE BORN AGAIN INTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD, THROUGH A 
JOYFUL PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL. 
 The Amazing Thing about the Holy Spirit entering the hearts and minds of people, is not that 
the Holy Spirit, then not only eventually leads them to a temple or to a beautiful sanctuary, like this 
one, where we gather to read the Word of God and celebrate our Savior’s Holy Supper, but the Holy 
Spirt begins working, right away, to turn each of us into a holy place! 
 Isn’t this what we hear Jesus promising his disciples in that Upper Room on the night before he 

died, in our Gospel lesson today?  Jesus said, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father 

will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him” (John 14:23)! 

 St. Peter says that Christ comes to live within us too, doesn’t he, when he says in I Peter 2:4-5, 

“As you come to him, a living stone, rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, your 

yourselves, like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer 

spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ!” 

 Friends, I know that some of you have heard me say this already, but I want to assure you that 
you will probably hear these words again and again. There is one prayer that God our Father has always 
promised to answer with a yes.  And that is when we ask him for a fresh outpouring of the Holy 

Spirit.  Jesus says to us in Luke 11:11-13, “What father among you if his son asks him for a fish, will 
give him a serpent, or if his son asks him for an egg, will give him a scorpion! Therefore, I say to you, ‘If 
you, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the Father in heaven 
give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 
 This is why so many of our great Pentecost hymns are prayers set to music, pleading with God 
the Father to give each of us a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 
 This is why Dr. Martin Luther wrote: “Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord, with all your graces now 

outpoured, on each believer’s mind and heart, your fervent love impart. Lord by the brightness of your Light, in 

Holy Faith, your Church unite! From every land and every tongue, this to your praise, O lord, our God be sung! 
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To a much-lesser degree, perhaps, we might remember that Jesus had already poured out his 

Holy Spirit upon his disciples gathered in that Upper Room that first Easter Evening.  His first words, 
when he appeared to them there as the Risen Christ was: “Peace be unto you!” And then, St. John tells us that 
the Risen Christ, next: “Breathed on them,” and then said to them, “Receive the gift of the Holy Spirit! 
As the Father has sent me, now I am sending you.  Whosoever sins you forgive, they are forgiven, and 
whosoever sins you retain, they are retained” (John 20:22-23)! 
 The next thing you know is that the disciples of Jesus are gifted by this outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit upon them, to such a degree, that they start preaching the good news of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ in languages that they had never learned, or heard before! 
 And the Jewish visitors from distant lands, Luke tells us, became AMAZED and ASTONISHED for 
sure!  Why it was all so unbelievable that the people who were present responded in two totally 
different ways! 
 The first response, and the best response, was when those people who were completely perplexed 
asked: “What does this Mean?”  And this is always a great question, isn’t it, as we have learned to ask 
it from Dr. Luther’s SMALL CATHECHISM: “What does this mean?” 
 But before St. Peter, the primary spokesperson there that day was even given a chance to answer the 
question, and another group of people jumped to a totally incorrect conclusion:  They mockingly said: 
“THEY ARE FILLED WITH NEW WINE!” 
 But St. Peter certainly nipped that foolish notion in the bud!  “BUT PETER, STANDING WITH 
THE ELEVEN, LIFTED UP HIS VOICE AND ADDRESSED THEM, ‘MEN OF JUDEA AND ALL WHO DWELL 
IN JERUSALEM, LET THIS BE KNOWN TO YOU, AND GIVE EAR TO MY WORDS!  THESE MEN ARE NOT 
DRUNK, AS YOU SUPPOSE, SINCE IT IS ONLY THE THIRD HOUR OF THE DAY!” 
 Peter was using a shear case of human logic here on these would-be detractors, from the real 
significance of what was happening there that day!  Most people, even those who party-hardy, don’t 
party that early in the morning, at 9 AM, but much later at night! 
 Peter may have admitted that they were drinking wine, but not the kind of wine that is 
made of juice, squeezed from grapes!  The kind of wine that these disciples were drinking, and that 
God is offer to all of you, right now, even as I speak, is not the kind of wine: (1) That clouds your mind; or 
(2) That slurs your speech; or that (3) Can give you a hangover; or even in today’s world (4) Cause you 
to be an UNSAFE DRIVER ON OUR ROADS! 
 This is the NEW WINE OF GOD’S HOLY SPIRIT!  You know my friends, if you will not be offended by 

the language, I am using here this morning: What’s happening here is that all of these people were 
getting high on God!” 
 Peter went on to explain: “What is happening here, is that this is the fulfillment of a 
great prophecy that was made one day by the Prophet Joel, who even lived, some 600 
years before Jesus was born! 
 And then Peter quotes that very passage: “And in the last days it shall be, God 
declares: I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; 
even on my male servants and female service in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and 
they  shall prophesy!” And everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord, shall be 
saved!” 
 These disciples of Jesus were not inebriated, but rather filled with God the Holy 

Spirit; whereby they were also filled with the Divine Nectar, the New Wine from 

heaven; a new Wine for all people and for all occasions! 
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 And friends, isn’t this one of the most important things, that being in a worship service like this 
one this morning can do for us?  It reminds us that our God is all-powerful, and that God is much bigger than 
our problems.  With Christ’s, Our Savior’s love, now dwelling inside of us, God can help us to cope effectively 
with all kinds of different problems we may be facing in life: Whether they are health problems, or 
employment problems, or relationship problems, or financial problems, of any kind!  
 The New Wine of God’s Holy Spirit, St. Paul also teaches us in the fifth chapter of Ephesians 
makes it possible for you and me to: “Get High on God.”  Paul writes in Ephesians 5:15-20, “Look 

carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the best use of the time, because 

the days are evil. Therefore, do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with 

the Spirit; addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making 

melody to the Lord with your heart, giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father 

in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!” 

 POWER IS AN AMAZING THING, AND JUST LIKE ALL THE VARIOUS GIFTS THAT GOD HAS 
GIVEN TO US IN THIS LIFE, POWER CAN BE USED TO FURTHER GOD’S PURPOSES IN THE WORLD, OR 
IT CAN BE USED TO HURT AND WOUND INNOCENT PEOPLE! 
 Think about water, or fire, that is harnessed and channeled and what great things for the 
benefit of all people, these two great gifts from the Almighty One can accomplish. 
 Let’s say that the gift from God is a 10 gallon-container of gasoline.  If a match is dropped into 
a container of 10 gallons of gasoline, it can cause a horrendous explosion, killing and wounding the 
lives of many people.  But if that same 10 gallons of gasoline, I read this past week, is dropped into the 
fuel tank of a FORD FIESTA, it can take a driver and her three passengers on a 350-mile journey. 
 The events of that took place on that first Pentecost Sunday, is some respects, 
resembled an explosion, but it was not an explosion to do anyone harm, it was the 
setting off of the grand finale at the end of a gigantic fireworks display on the Fourth 
of July! 
 Sometimes the Holy Spirit works upon people in a big and a boisterous way like this, like he did  
when the Risen Christ appears to Saul of Tarsus on the Road to Damascus, where Saul went looking for 
Jewish people who had become Christians, that if all possible, he might have them arrested and thrown 
into jail.  But the Holy Spirit of God had other plans for this man, who would eventually become the 
greatest missionary the Church has ever known! 
 Sometimes, like the story we encounter in the 8th chapter of Acts, the Holy Spirit works in much 
quieter and subtle way!  When the Apostle Philip encounters the Ethiopian Eunuch, who is 
riding back to his home after having been in Jerusalem for a recent Festival Event, he 
was fortunate enough to buy a scroll of the Prophet Isaiah, money, no doubt given to him to make 
that purchase, by his employer the Queen of Candance.  This obviously educated man, since he is 
reading from the Hebrew Bible, from the 53rd chapter of Isaiah, about the Suffering Servant, was then, 
by God’s own design, and the working of God’s Holy Spirit, approached by Philip who asked the 
African fellow: “Do you understand what you are reading!” 
 The Ethiopian answered: “How can I, unless someone explain it to me!” And when Philip took 
time to present the Gospel to this man, his immediate response was: “What’s to prevent 
me from being baptized?”  And Philip said, “Not a blasted thing!” Then they pulled the 
African fellow’s chariot over to the side of the road, next to a river, where he was 
baptized!            Come Holy Ghost, Creator, Blest, Vouchsafe within our souls to rest; 

Come with your grace and heavenly aid and fill the hearts that you have made! 
 

Teach us to know the Father, Son, and You of both to be but one, 
That we your name may ever bless, and in our lives, your truth confess!  Amen 

\ 


