
WHO WANTS TO BE A MILLIONAIRE?  Luke 12:13-21, Proper 13-C, August 4, 2019 
 

“Who Wants to Be a Millionaire?”  Most of us are certainly familiar with this television show 

that first aired on ABC, hosted by Regis Philbin in 1999. Three years later Regis stepped down 

from that honored position, and Meredith Viera took over as the hostess for 12 years, stepping 

down in 2013.  For the last 6 years, “Who Wants to be a Millionaire” has aired, on again and 

off again, on various TV syndicated channels.  But the last new episode, ever to appear on 

television, was aired just 6 weeks ago on May 17, 2019. 

 

This television gameshow lasted for 20 years and is a very significant game show because it 

was the first of such shows to make it possible for contestants to win up to as much as 

$1Million, which some 12 contestants had actually done by the end of 2016, some 12 

contestants actually did!  And in 2018, the popular newspaper USA TODAY did a cover 

story on: “Who wants to be a millionaire,” and the answer the researchers at USA Today 

came up with was: “VIRTUALLY EVERYONE!”   

 

Of course, being a millionaire in the United States today is not regarded to be nearly as big 

of a deal as it was 50 years ago! Why? Because there are presently some 17 million millionaires 

living in the United States. Even as, more shocking, there are some 2,153 billionaires living in 

our country; the vast majority of whom are US citizens.  WE’VE ALL HEARD THAT OLD 

SAYING, BEFORE, HAVEN’T WE: “YOU CAN NEVER HAVE TOO MUCH OF A GOOD 

THING!”  And yet when many people say this, they do it somewhat, “Tongue in Cheek,” to 

quote some of my many friends in the Midwest, though most Floridians would say, they say 

this somewhat facetiously!  You can never have too much of a good thing?  Really? 

 

One example would be that young wife and mother who comes home from SAM’S CLUB with 

50 rolls of paper towels in the back of her SUV, all of which she carried into the house and 

placed them on a kitchen counter; made of granite for sure! When her husband came home and 

saw those 50 rolls of paper towels, sitting on the kitchen counter; you can be sure he asked 

his wife: “Honey, why so many paper towels?” She then answers her husband, saying: “They 

were on sale at SAMS at a rock-price price, and besides this,” the young wife continued, 

saying: “YOU CAN NEVER HAVE TOO MUCH OF A GOOD THING!”  -- But is that, 

true, my friends?  You can never have too much of a good thing?    

 

In the, opening verses, of this same 12th chapter of St. Luke’s Gospel, from which our Gospel 

lesson was read today, Dr. Luke has just enlightened his readers to the fact that Jesus’ 

POPULARITY with respect to his PUBLIC LIFE AND MINISTRY, has now soared to an 

all-time high! Luke tells us that THOUSANDS OF JESUS’ WOULD-BE FOLLOWERS 

WERE GATHERED AROUND HIM.  In addition to this, the people were so numerous that 

they began trampling on one another; accidentally, I want to believe, but you see, this is how 

eager PEOPLE were to get  front row seat ON THAT GRASSY AREA, SO THAT THEY 

COULD GENUINELY LISTEN TO THE WORDS AND DRINK IN THE GRACE AND 

MERCY OF GOD THAT OUR SAVIOR HAD TO SHARE WITH THEM! 

 



But right in the middle of Jesus’ Sermon, this  young man stands up, more than likely the 

younger brother of two brother; HE STANDS UP, WHO MUST HAVE HAD A GREAT 

SET OF LUNGS ON HIM, ATTACHED TO A GREAT SET OF VOCAL CHORDS TO 

BOOT, AND CALLS OUT: “Teacher, tell my brother to share the inheritance with me!”    

According to Levitical law if a father died and left behind two sons; 2/3 of the estate was 

supposed to go to the firstborn son, and 1/3 of the estate was supposed to go to the younger 

son.  And yet, it’s possible, of course, isn’t it that the older brother was not trying “to stiff” 

the younger son at all; but that the whole matter was simply being held up in whatever would 

have been the first century version of a Probate Court!  That this young man should have 

approached Jesus, as a rabbi, to pronounce a word of judgment on their situation; was not 

all that uncommon; but what was uncommon was for this young man to do so right in the 

middle of Jesus’ Sermon! “Teacher, tell my brother to share the inheritance with me!”  

               

But Jesus replies to the young man’s request, by saying, “Man, who made me a judge or 

arbitrator over you?”   Nevertheless, instead of Jesus just continuing with his sermon, as he 

had intended, our Lord must have felt it necessary to respond to this younger man’s, or maybe 

even respond to his older brother’s problem—since it is such a great problem: THE PROBLEM 

OF COVETOUSNESS.   And it’s an interesting word “covetousness,” in the original Hebrew it 

means most literally: “A constant thirst for more!”  No matter how much you have, you will never 

reach a personal state of contentment.  But Jesus is reminding us here that if you really want to 

have a “good” life, and an “enjoyable and meaningful” life,” you can’t have your eyes focused 

solely on money, and/or material things.  For here, in Jesus’ dialog with this young man, Jesus he 

is choosing to address here, a possible lifestyle, that St. Paul, years later, would address, when he 

tells a young pastor named Timothy: “THE LOVE OF MONEY IS THE ROOT OF ALL 

EVIL” (I Timothy 6)! 

 

Therefore, Jesus goes on to tell this parable; that many people throughout the Church’s history 

have referenced as: “The Parable of a Rich Fool,” but I think I like another title for this particular 

parable: “The Parable of a Rich Man’s Poor Retirement Plan!”  Obviously, this man was a very 

astute fellow; a hardworking man, wanting to make the most out of his life that he possibly could, 

but HE HAD NO HEART FOR GOD, AND BECAUSE HE HAD NO HEART FOR GOD, HE 
HAD NO HEART FOR OTHER PEOPLE, EITHER!  For whatever is true in our relationship 
with God, will become manifest in our relationships with other people, and whatever is 
missing in our relationship with God will become missing in our relationships with other 
people too! 
   

Friends, do you want to really know what was at the foundation of this rich man’s great 

dilemma?  He was suffering from “I” trouble, and yet not the kind of “eye” trouble that is 

spelled “E-Y-E” trouble, but is spelled with the 9th letter of the English Alphabet, a one-

syllable word; the first person singular pronoun that is spelled with only one letter: A 

CAPITAL “I.” 

 

Yes, the day came when he had a windfall of a profit and was going to make more money on the 

harvesting of his wheat, than he had ever made before!  But as someone has said, “Success brings 



with it, its own set of problems!”   “What shall ‘I’ do, for ‘I’ have nowhere to store ‘MY’ 

crops? And he said, ‘I’ will do this: ‘I” will tear down ‘MY’ barns and build larger ones, 

and there ‘I’ will store all ‘MY’ grain and ‘MY’ goods.  And ‘I’ will say to ‘MY’ soul, “Soul, 

you have ample goods laid up for many years: relax, eat, drink and be merry!” 

 

Yes, this man was suffering from “I” trouble, because in these three sentences he uses the word 

‘I” six times, and the word “MY” five times.   

Because this man was spiritually blind, spiritually dead, and spiritually dead, two other great 

truths are revealed to us about this man, also! 

 

1. HE COULD NEVER SEE BEYOND HIMSELF.                                                               3 

2. HE COULD NEVER SEE BEYOND THIS PRESENT WORLD. 

3. BUT GOD SENT JESUS INTO THIS WORLD TO SHOW US THE FATHER’S 

LOVE AND THE PROVISION THAT HE HAD MADE FOR US FOR A REAL 

LIFE WITH HIM; A LIFE WITH GOD THAT WE CAN SHARE WITH HIM --

- IN THE HERE AND NOW  --- BUT, TO EVEN TO A MUCH GREATER 

DEGREE IN ETERNITY: AN EVERLASTING LIFE THAT WE WILL SHARE 

WITH HIM IN HEAVEN ONE DAY! 

 

And yet isn’t this the very same situation that we would all find ourselves in, except for the great 

fact that THE GOD OF ALL LOVE and the GOD OF ALL MERCY SENT HIS ONLY 

BEGOTTEN SON INTO OUR WORLD, THAT HE, THROUGH HIS PERFECT LIFE, 

DEATH, AND RESURRECTION, AND BY HIS ASCENDING TO THE FATHER’S 

RIGHT HAND, 40 DAYS LATER, POUR OUT HIS HOLY SPIRIT UPON US, THAT WE 

MIGHT COME TO BELIEVE, GENUINELY BELIEVE, AND WHOLEHEARTEDLY 

EMBRACE THE GREAT GIFT OF ETERNAL LIFE?  THIS ETERNAL LIFE, COMES 

TO US FREELY BY GOD’S GRACE, THROUGH THE FAITH IN CHRIST JESUS, 

THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT’S WORKING UPON US IN THE GIFT OF OUR 

BAPTISM AND IN THE PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL? 

 

Friends, you and I will never, ever really come to know, even one full moment of complete 

satisfaction, or genuine contentment in life, apart from the good news of God’s love for us in the 

gift of his Son, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!  For Jesus did not suffer from “I” trouble, as 

you and I, unfortunately, do suffer, at times, from “I” trouble.  He said, “I have not come to do 

my will, but the will of my Father who sent me!  The words that I speak to you, are not my words, 

but the words of My Father that he has given to me!”   And I love those great words of Paul in I 

Timothy 6, “Godliness with contentment is great gain.  For we brought nothing into this world, 

and it is certain that we won’t take anything out of it, when we leave, but if we have food and 

clothing; WITH THESE THINGS WE CAN BE CONTENT!” Furthermore, Timothy, tell those 

who are rich, not to put their trust in earthly riches, but in God who richly furnishes us with all 

good things to enjoy!”  

 



Friend this rich man was foolish, because he never really understood where his wealth had 

come from, which is why he missed on seeing so much of the other wealth that God wanted 

to share with him, in his receiving the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation! 

 

But this isn’t the way that JESUS would have viewed this man’s life!  Please notice, Jesus did 

not say: “A certain man worked very hard and accumulated a great fortune!”  No, Jesus said, 

“The land of a rich man produced plentifully” (v. 16)!  The problem with this man is not that 

he had money, the problem was that he loved money.  If you asked him, “Where did your 

wealth come from?” He would have immediately answered you I am sure: “I worked for it 

and I earned it?” And why not? For after all he had plowed the fields, he had planted the 

grain, he had tended the soil and he had gathered the harvest! 

              

But who gave this man the intelligence, he needed, to manage such a farm, and who gave him the 

physical strength and stamina—to carry on with his work so determinedly, as he did? 

 

Perhaps, it’s much better to have one eye on your earthly life and one eye on heaven, this is what 

our Savior wants for us! How tragic the end of Jesus’ parable is, however: 20 But God said to 

him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will 

they be?’21 So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” 

 

CHICKEN SOUP FOR THE GRIEVING SOUL, September 4, 2012, 

AUTHORS JACK CANFIELD AND MARK HANSEN 

“Recently I overheard a father and daughter in their last moments together at the airport. They 

had announced the departure. Standing near the security gate, they hugged and the father said, ‘I 

love you, and I wish you enough.’ 

 

They kissed and the daughter left. The father walked over to the window where I was seated. I 

tried not to intrude on his privacy, but I could not refrain from asking: ‘When you were saying 

good-bye, I heard you say, ‘I wish you enough.’ May I ask what that means?’ 

 

He began to smile. ‘That’s a wish that has been handed down from other generations. My 

parents used to say it to everyone.’ 

 

He paused a moment and looked up as if trying to remember it in detail, and he smiled even 

more. ‘When we said, ‘I wish you enough,’ we were wanting the other person to have a life 

filled with just enough good things to sustain them.’  Then turning toward me, he shared the 

following as if he were reciting it from memory: “I wish you enough sun to keep your attitude 

bright no matter how gray the day may appear!” 

 

“I wish you enough rain to appreciate the sun even more! 

I wish you enough happiness to keep your spirit alive and everlasting. 

I wish you enough pain so that even the smallest of joys in life may appear bigger. 

 



I wish you enough gain to satisfy your wanting… 

I wish you enough loss to appreciate all that you possess. 

I wish you enough hellos to get you through the final good- bye!”  AMEN 


