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When our founding fathers, who comprised the first “Continental Congress,” met 

together in Philadelphia on July 4, 1776, to sign the “Declaration of Independence,” they not 

only knew what type of government they wanted, in the founding of our great democracy. They also knew what 
type of government that they did not want! 
 They did not want a government that would be a tyranny.  They did not want taxation without 
representation. And they certainly did not want an absentee landlord, on the other side of the Atlantic Ocean, 
dictating their every move and calling all the shots. 
 What the founding fathers of our nation wanted, above all, was freedom!  And perhaps there was 
never any better spokesman for the American cause that that of a young, 39-year-old, fair-skinned, redheaded 
statesman from the Commonwealth of Virginia named Patrick Henry. 

 When the 2nd Virginia Convention met at St. John’s Church in Richmond, on March 25, 1775, 
he stood up and asked the question that seemed to touch the lives of so many of the American colonists! Patrick 

Henry asked, “Is life so dear or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price of 

chains and slavery? Forbid it, Almighty God. I know not what course others may 

take, but as for me: “Give me liberty or give me death!”  

 Put another way, what Patrick Henry was saying is: “Let Freedom Ring!” 

 Friends, as I took a close look at those three Scripture lessons that were just read to us in our worship 
service this morning, on the Third Sunday after Pentecost, I can see a unifying theme presenting 
itself to us that are always two very important requirements always essential in any human endeavor to attain 
significant goal.  And these two essential requirements are: “Determination and Sacrifice.”   
 Where we meet Jesus, in the 9th chapter of St. Luke’s Gospel, in Gospel lesson this morning, we can 

certainly hear our Lord speaking to us here about his own determination and willingness to sacrifice—

to fulfill the divine mission that his Heavenly Father had set before him; to fulfill all righteousness for us, 
thereby bring us the forgiveness of all our sins, and the sure and certain hope of life everlasting! 

 Just listen to these words from our Gospel lesson today: “When the days drew near for Jesus 
to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem!” 
 The next thing we know is that Jesus had planned to take a shortcut through a Samaritan 
Village, and yet this is the only place in Luke’s Gospel, where the Samaritans are cast in a negative light!  For 

this certainly isn’t the case when Jesus teaches us his “Parable of the Good Samaritan,” in Luke, chapter 10.  
Nor is this the case when Jesus miraculously heals ten lepers, but only one of them returns to give him thanks, 
and that man was a Samaritan in Luke chapter 17.   
 We know all about the kind of animosity that the orthodox Jews had towards the Samaritans; 
despising the Samaritans because some of their ancestors had married Gentiles; people outside of the Jewish 
faith. 

Let’s remember that this was still very early in Jesus three-year public ministry.  James 
and John, the sons of Zebedee, who had not traveled down the road of sanctification that far, 
by this point, wanted to call fire down from heaven to obliterate them from the face of the 
earth; but our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ would not hear of it. 

For Jesus, in his human flesh, is: “Love Divine, All Love Excelling, Joy of Heaven 

to Earth Come Down!”  
And yet calling fire down from heaven, to consume the tremendous sacrifice that Elijah 

prepared for the God of Israel, to demonstrate God’s Almighty power, over against the false 
prophets of Baal at the top of Mount Carmel,  is the very thing that not only brought Elijah a 
strong sense of accomplishment! But at the end of that day’s events, we read in I Kings 18:39,  
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“And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces and said, “The LORD, he is 

God; the LORD, he is God” (I Kings 18:39)!  But after Elijah had overpowered and 
exterminated all the false prophets of Baal, that wicked Queen Jezebel, who worshiped Baal 
herself, although she was married to Ahab, the King of Judah, sent a telegram to Elijah the next 
day assuring him that she would have him killed because of what he had done! 

You talk about determination and sacrifice!  If there was ever a man who was 

blessed with a strong faith in the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, it was Elijah.   
But at this point in his ministry, Elijah is very burned out.  Elijah is very lonely.   
Elijah is even ready to throw in the towel and call it quits!  He goes a long distance and 

sits under a broom tree, where he announces to the LORD God, “Call the Concordia Plan people in St. Louis 
and tell them I am taking an early retirement!”   Well, it was something along these lines!  But God gives Elijah 
some rest and then renews his spiritual vitality, furthermore, by giving to him a new assistant pastor, named 

Pastor Elijah, and before you know it Pastor Elijah is taken to heaven directly in a 

magnificent chariot, surrounded by fire! 

Determination and sacrifice.  These are two of the most important facets of 

Jesus’ Public Ministry, always moving him towards the completion of his most sacred mission—
redeeming humanity from sin, death, and the power of the devil! 

Determination and sacrifice.  This is what motivated Jesus: Determination and 
sacrifice.  This is what motivated the Prophet Elijah.  Determination and sacrifice, these were 
the two chief characteristics also, always driving St. Paul and his mission to 

“preach to the Gentiles, the unsearchable riches of Christ” (Ephesians 3:8). 

But what St. Paul cherished above everything else in his God-given ministry, that he 
wanted to share with ever believe he could, his NEWFOUND FREEDOM IN JESUS CHRIST! 

It wasn’t necessarily that type of political freedom that the founding fathers 

craved so desperately, and that subsequent generations of Americans, have sought 

to defend and uphold during these past 243 years now!  It was a spiritual freedom! 

Listen to St. Paul, “For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do 
not submit again to a yoke of slavery.  For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only 
do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one 
another” (Galatians 5:1, 13-5)!  Paul is reminding us here that once the Holy Spirit enters our 
lives, for many of us at the hour of our Baptism, and for others in their hearing the Gospel 

proclaimed, and reading the Scriptures, that then there will always be a spiritual 

battle going on, not only outside of us, but in us, too, between our natural way of 
living, wanting to satisfy the desires of our “flesh” first!  But when Christ enters our lives, 
through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, then God gives us a whole new set of desires. 

Paul says, “If you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law” (v. 18).  What Paul means, as 
he says elsewhere, is that even though the law can always show us our sin and call us to repent of our 
sins, the law can no longer condemn us, because Jesus Christ, God’s Son, has fulfilled the law of God 
perfectly for us!  He next, then, offered his perfect life as our human substitute on the cross for us, so 
that when we look in faith at him dying there, we know he did it for us.  By raising his Son Jesus Christ 
from the dead, God the Father assures us that he is now willing to impute Christ’s own righteousness to 
us, by grace, through our faith in his Son.” 
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But still God our Father calls upon us to be the kind of Jesus’ disciples that are always 

willing to become more and more determined to follow him and even, as Paul says in 
Romans 12:1-1, “To present ourselves as living sacrifices, holy and acceptable to God, 
which is our spiritual worship! And to no longer become conformed to the world, but to 
be transformed by the renew of our minds, so that we might be able, more and more, to 
discern what the will of God is for us; what is good and acceptable and perfect!” 

The false teachers who had crept into the Galatian congregation, known as the 

Judaizers, were doing their best, to convince the Gentile converts to the Christian faith, 

that they really could not be saved, simply by the grace of God, through their faith in Jesus 
Christ alone, but that in addition to their faith, these teachers were telling these new 
Christians that they needed to become full-fledged JEWISH PEOPLE, first! 

The men were told they had to submit to circumcision, even as adults. Both the men and 
the women were being told that they had to continue to observe all of those Old Testament 
festival days, and embrace all the dietary restrictions of the Old Testament; though God 
through a dream had told Peter just the opposite of all this one day, in a dream that is 
recorded for us in ACTS 10. 

Paul seeks to settle this argument, once and for all, however, when he goes on to write 
in Galatians 6:14-15: “Far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me and I to the world.  For neither 

circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything, the only thing that matters is faith 

working itself through love!” 

Just as Jesus taught us that you cannot reap good fruit from a bad tree, Paul was also 
teaching us here, that true “righteousness” is first and foremost, always, a matter of the heart! 

Though we should strive to live in obedience to God’s Ten Commandments, it 

is not our striving, but the unconditional love that our God has for us, in his Son 

Jesus Christ, that alone gives us a second birth into the kingdom of God; making us 

a new creation, with new hearts, full of love, forgiveness and peace to 

share with one another!           

Well, here Jesus is, traveling on his way with his disciples to Jerusalem, when 

a would-be disciple approaches Jesus very unexpectedly; like we sometimes still say today: “Out of the 

blue!”  And his first words to Jesus are: “I will follow you (Jesus) wherever you go” (v. 57)!  

But rather than Jesus simply jumping up and down for joy, and doing his happy-dance, to use a 

modern-day colloquialism—rather than our Lord’s flashing a big smile in this man’s 

direction—and then proceeding to hug him, Jesus’ responds with some very sobering words 

that could easily have dampened this would-be disciple’s personal spirit: “Foxes have 
holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head” (Luke 9:58)!  

Why would Jesus risk, losing a potential follower? Why would Jesus deflate this man’s 

ego or let all the air out of his tires at one time? Why would Jesus seek to dissuade this man from 

following him by speaking to him about the kind of insecurity and physical homelessness that he 

could possibly come have, if he became a part of Jesus itinerant ministry and entourage? 
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 Friends, Jesus was just being honest with this man! Jesus was asking this 

man to count the cost!  Jesus was asking this man if he had the kind of determination that is 

always needed on the part of anyone who seeks to be much more than that of a nominal Christian!  

Our Lord does not want us to simply be “nominal” Christians. In his Sermon on the 

Mount he reminds us, “Not all those who say unto me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom 
of heaven, but they who do the will of my Father in heaven” (Matthew 7:21)!  Jesus knew 

that being a disciple required a great sense of determination and a willingness to sacrifice, on 

one’s part, for the sake of the Gospel!  
“To another he said, ‘Follow me,’ but that man replied: “Lord, let me first go and 

bury my father!”  I don’t believe, as some have suggested, that this man’s father had just died earlier that 

day and he had to get his deceased father’s body buried before sunset, as was required by a Jewish tradition. 

Maybe this man was saying, “I’d love to follow you Jesus, but I have an elderly father at home 
who needs my care! Once my father has died, then I’ll come and be your disciple!”  

And this doesn’t sound all that unusual to us does it? Yet, maybe Jesus knew 

something that you or I do not know about this man! Maybe he was from a large family and that this 

man had several brothers and sisters living close-by, who would no doubt take care of this 

would-be disciple’s elderly father!  

“Yet,” another said, ‘I will follow you, Lord, but let me first say farewell to those at 
my home!’ And Jesus said to him, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back 
is fit for the kingdom of God!” (Luke 9:62)!”  

Nothing that matters in life is ever accomplished without effort. Nothing that matters is 
ever accomplished without determination. Nothing that matters is ever accomplished without 
keeping one's eyes determinedly fixed on the goal. Have you ever heard that other old saying: 

“Nothing that ever mattered was accomplished in an eight-hour day!”?   

Think of all those farmers who throughout many generations have known anything about an 8-
hour day!  So now, I want to close this morning, by telling you one of my closing sermon stories. 

It is a fictious story, of course, about a chicken and a pig that were walking 

down a country road one Sunday morning; best of friends this chick and this pig 

were for quite some time! 

Eventually they walk pass this beautiful little country church, and outside there is a special 
sign that has been put into the ground, saying: “Free breakfast to all who worship with us 

this Sunday morning, following the service!” 

That’s when the chicken, jabbed his good friend the pig in his side and said: “Why don’t we stop 

off at that church’s fellowship hall, over there, and make a little contribution!” 

Well, the pig snorted, before responding: “Heaven’s no!  That is easy for you to suggest 

because they would want nothing more from you that a one-time contribution.  But 

from me, they would not want anything less than A TOTAL COMMITMENT! 

A TOTAL COMMITMENT TO FREEDOM! THAT’S WHAT DROVE OUR FOREFATHERS 

AND FOREMOTHERS TO SUCH A HIGH DEGREE OF DETERMINATION, THAT THEY OFTEN 

TIMES SACRIFICED THEIR LIVES AND LIMBS, THAT WE MIGHT ENJOY THE FREEDOMS WE 

DO, TODAY! “For those who belong to Christ have crucified the flesh with its passions and 

desires! But if we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit” (Galatians 524-25)!  AMEN 


