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I’ll never forget that one Sunday, at a church I served years ago in Greenville, 
SC.  Our regular organist was on a vacation. Therefore, we had a guest organist; 

but an organist that I had never met before!   

He turned out to be a great guy; a very gifted and talented organist!   

In addition to this, he was blessed with a great personality.  He was a person 

who enjoyed telling jokes; the kind of jokes Christians can share with each other. 
One of his jokes went like this: Why do we say ‘A-MEN’ at the end of a prayer 

instead of ‘A-WOMEN?” The punch line: “For the same reason we sing “hymns” 

instead of “hers!”  Here’s another astute observation he shared with us that Sunday morning: 

“In the beginning, God created the earth and rested. Then God created man and 

rested. Then God created woman.  Since then, neither God nor man has rested!” 

What I remember most about our guest organist that Sunday, however, was a 

bumper sticker, affixed to the back bumper of his car that caught the attention of 

many people at our congregation in Greenville!  It read:  

“American by Birth; Southerner, by the Grace of God!” 

Friends, as I studied the life of the Prophet Amos again this past week, I came 
to believe that Amos could have enjoyed having a bumper sticker like that on 

the back bumper of his car too!  Why? Because he also was proud to be 

a southerner.  Although, it was never his idea to become a prophet! God 

called upon him to be a prophet, but not among the people of his own nation, 

living in the SOUTHERN KINGDOM OF JUDAH! No, for the HOLY SPIRIT directed Amos to 

take his message, “UP NORTH,” into the NORTHERN KINGDOM OF ISRAEL! 

What do we know about Amos?  He lived during the same time period 

as Hosea, Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel, though he was probably about 10 years 

older THAN THEY WERE!  We also know that God GAVE him a CHALLENGING 

AND DIFFICULT MESSAGE TO PROCLAIM to the people of Israel! 

 Though the people of Israel, like the people of Judah, were living during 

a time of relative peace and prosperity, they no longer seemed to be concerned 

at all about their relationship with God, but became totally preoccupied with 

making great financial gains for themselves, THOUGHTLESSLY EXPLOITING 

MANY POOR PEOPLE TO DO SO. It’s not simply that they were not giving 

donations to help feed the hungry and to clothe the naked.  On top of that, they had 

ceased to pay them a proper salary, so that the gap between the “haves” and the “have 

nots” was growing ever wider and wider. 
Unfortunately, the people in Israel could not separate Amos the man from Amos’ 

message! We’ve all heard that old saying, haven’t we?  Don’t shoot the messenger! This is 

when, in his own defense, Amos began to proclaim: “I was neither a prophet, nor the son 

of a prophet, but I was a shepherd and a farmer who took care of sycamore-fig 

trees” (Amos 7:14).  
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Amos was God’s spokesman, who was appointed by the LORD God to tell all 

these people living in the Upper Crust of Israel’s Society that it was indeed time 

for all of them to: “Wake up and smell the coffee!” 

And Amos’ message to all the self-satisfied, country club, jet-setting, Upper 

Class living in the Northern Kingdom of Judah was: “Woe to you who lie on beds of ivory, 
and stretch yourselves out on your couches, eating the choicest cuts of meat taken from the lambs of 
the flock and Porterhouse Steaks, Sirloin steaks, New York Strips, and Bottom Round Roast from the 
calves of the stall; who sing idle songs to the sound of a harp and like David invented for yourselves 
instruments of music; drinking the highest-quality, fresh vintage wines.  Also, using only the most 
expensive of all lotions to soften your skin, and to help you also attain a very good tan! 

 
God’s message to the people of the Northern Kingdom of Israel was that 

they had better change their ways, or that the wealthy and most prosperous 

folks would be the very first among the Jewish people to be carried off into exile 

to that kingdom of Babylon, north of them; all of which, eventually, did happen! 
God cautioned them through his spokesman Amos: “Therefore you shall be 

the first of my people who will be carried off into the exile, and these kind of 

LUCIOUS LIFESTYLES THAT YOU ARE NOW ENJOYING, AS THE LIFESTYLES OF 

THE RICH AND THE FAMOUS, WILL SOON BE A THING OF THE PAST! 

Friends, it’s not that the LORD God Almighty was wanting to scandalize 

or terrorize the hearts and the minds of his people, but he did want them to 

INCREASE THEIR AWARENESS OF ALL THE UNFORTUNATE, POOR, 

MISTREATED PEOPLE LIVING ALL AROUND THEM! 

And yet the great lack of justice that was missing in the Northern Kingdom of 

Israel, was only one symptom of their totally FORSAKING THEIR 

RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD. The biggest problem in Israel, as God sees it, is that: 

“They were not grieved over the ruin of Joseph” (v. 6)!  

So, can’t we, therefore, see then the very bold connection between 

our Old Testament Lesson and our Gospel lesson today, in which Jesus shares with 

us another powerful parable of his: “The Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus” 

(Luke 16:19-31)?  

Just as the people of Israel were completely blind and unconcerned 

about the great distress and needs of the poor, here was this wealthy man, 

now living in a “Beverly Hills” style mansion, feasting on gourmet foods 

prepared by his own personal chef, every day; and wearing only the finest of 

tailormade clothes, who had a poor man sitting out front, at the gate of his house, 

tremendously hungry, improperly clothed, with medical needs and with no access 

to healthcare, day after day, week after week, and month after month, who simply 

remains 100% TOTALLY OBLIVIOUS to this poor man’s needs.  

Here we see a great contrast between these two human beings! 
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BUT THE DAY COMES WHEN THEY BOTH DIE, PRESUMABLY, AT A TIME OF 

CLOSE PROXIMITY TO ONE OTHER! THEN EVERYTHING THEY EITHER DID OWN, 

OR DID NOT OWN IN THIS WORLD, WAS LEFT BEHIND THEM.   Yes, these words of 

this parable are among some of the most sobering words of Jesus recorded 

for us in the New Testament! And times when Jesus said some of the things he 

said, he said them precisely because they were meant to be SHOCKING! 

Nevertheless, they are also words designed by the Spirit’s power to grab 

ahold of our attention, to arrest us, and compel us to give some much-needed 

thought to our future place in the realm of eternity!  

Many of us are old enough to remember that great comedian who used 

to have his own television program that aired on NBC from 1970 to 1974, that 

program entitled: “The Flip Wilson Show!” 

One important segment of that variety show, every week, was when Flip 

Wilson would dress up as a woman in the guise of “Geraldine.”   
Do you remember Geraldine?  One thing she used to talk about, repeatedly, was her plans 

to meet her date at a restaurant?  Where at, in the restaurant? “In the booth, in the back, in the 

corner, in the dark!” 

One of things that Geraldine said repeatedly was: “WHAT YOU SEE IS WHAT YOU 

GET!”  What Geraldine was saying is that there was, in her mind at least, nothing false or 

phony, or compromising about herself, that she was willfully and purposely hiding or 

withholding from other people.   

When a person says about themselves, “What you see is what you get!” this is meant 

to be a good thing!  But in our Gospel lesson, Jesus is awakening us to the great 

possibility that the kind of lifestyle we may see ourselves enjoying, in this life, that 

may even be an exorbitant lifestyle, is not necessarily the kind of lifestyle will 

experience in eternity!  The real lesson of Jesus’ parable comes to us through the 

conversation between the rich man and Abraham, after the rich man and Lazarus 

have both died!  (1) Here we do learn that the FINALITY OF A PERSON’S PLACE 
IN ETERNITY is forever fixed on the day that they die. 

(2) The second point regards the importance of our listening to the 

Word of God today, if we want to escape the rich man’s fate.  
Certainly, these two messages are given to us repeatedly in other passages of 

the Bible too. Just listen to the words of Jesus in John 5:25-27: “Truly, truly, I say to 

you, an hour is coming and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and 

those who hear will live! For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to 

have life in himself. And he has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son 

of Man!”  And St. Paul says in 2 Corinthian 5:10: “For we must all appear before the 

judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the 

body, whether good or evil!”  So, the question that the Old Testament Lesson and the Gospel 

Lesson, and even the Epistle Lesson are placing before every one of us this morning is: “Are you 

listening?”  And certainly, every one of us needs to hear this message from God all 

throughout our lives!   



             4 

Why even pastors, like young Pastor Timothy, whom the Apostle Paul is 

addressing in our epistle lesson today need to hear it too!  And Timothy is told, by 

Paul, to share this message with the people in the congregations he is serving!    

AND IT IS ALL SUMARIZED UP FOR TIMOTHY AND FOR ALL OF US IN A 

NUTSHELL, PAUL SAYS: “TIMOTHY TAKE HOLD OF ETERNAL LIFE!”  And how 

is this possible?  Only by our being empowered by God the Holy Spirit to give the 

LORD GOD ALMIGHTY the top place in our lives that he always deserves! 

It’s by remembering that the key to our experiencing genuine happiness only 

comes to us when our God opens our eyes to see all that we have as his gifts to us, 

merely on loan, while we are here.  THERE IS A GREAT DAY OF RECKONING 

COMING, EVEN AS GOD TELLS US THIS MESSAGE IS TRUE! AND YET, WHEN 

EMBRACED, THIS MESSAGE CAN BECOME A GREATER MOTIVATOR FOR YOU 

ANDME TO LIVE OUT OUR LIVES, ETHICALLY AND MORALLY IN THIS WORLD, 

THAN ANY OTHER MESSAGE THAT THE WORLD HAS EVER HEARD!  

“Timothy, pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, and 

gentleness. Take hold of eternal life to which you were called and about which you made 

the good confession in the presence of many witnesses! As for the rich in this present age, 

charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on 

god, who richly provides us with all good things to enjoy!” 

FRIENDS, HOW DIFFERENT OUR LORD AND SAVIOR WAS, WHEN AT THE 

APPOINTED TIME, HE ENTERED OUR WORLD AS ONE OF US.  He wasn’t completely 

enveloped in nothing more than his own self-interests!  Heavens no, “For he emptied 

himself and took on the form of a servant, and became obedient to death, even death on a 

cross!  Therefore, God has highly exalted him (raised him from the dead) and bestowed on him 

the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus, every knee should bow, 

in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lord, to the glory of God the Father! 

Friends, the story is told of Benjamin Franklin, the great patriotic statesman, 

numbered among the bravest and most courageous founding fathers of our nation, that he 

was one day giving a public reading of the Declaration of Independence, in 1785, after 

he had been elected to become the Governor of Pennsylvania. 

Benjamin Franklin read these words with lots of gusto and compassion.  Then, near 

the opening of the Declaration of Independence, which he helped Thomas Jefferson write, 

he read, out loud: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal; that they are endowed 

by their Creator with certain unalienable rights and that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness!”  

This is precisely when a heckler among the gathered audience cried out to Governor Franklin: “Aw 

them words don’t mean nothin’ a-tall! Where’s all this happiness you say that exists?” 

Benjamin Franklin, we are told, smiled benevolently at that rude heckler and said to 

him: “My friend, the Constitution of the United States, only guarantees the American people 

the right to PURSUE HAPPINESS, BUT YOU STILL HAVE TO CATCH IT FOR YOURSELF!” 

The same thing, my brothers and sisters, is true with the Gospel.  It can’t really save 

us, nor transform us, more and more and day by day into the likeness of Jesus Christ, 

unless we embrace it for ourselves!  And may God grant this to us, for Jesus’ sake! AMEN 


